im 
AN wes 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, 


Shri Naveen P: 
winner of Kalinga A\ 


atnaik lelicitating Professor Earnest W. Hamburger, 
wardfor the year 2000, at Soochana Bhavan on March 1, 2001. 


i) 
ry 
2 


e. 
Ls 
= 
5S 
o 
S 
5 
x 
a 
- 


eopriae 
+ 
4? 
<? 


oft 


felicitating a sen 
cademy on March 4, 2001 


ORISSA REVIEW 


VoL. LVil) Noro 


R. BALAKRISHNAN 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 


RAHAS BIHARI NAYAK 
Director 


ARUN KUMAR MOHANTY 
Editor 


Durga Charan Nayak 
Editorial Assistance 


Manas R. Nayak 
Cover Design & Illustration 


Hemanta Kumar Sahoo 
Manoj Kumar Patro 
D.T.P. & Design 


The Orissa Review aims at disseminating 
knowledge and information concerning 
Orissa's socio-economic development, art 
and culture. Views, records, statistics and 
information published in the Orissa 
Review are not necessarily those of the 
Government of Orissa. 


Published by Information -& Public Relations 
Department, Government of Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar - 751 001 and Printed at Orissa 
Government Press, Cuttack - 753010 . 

For subscription and trade inquiry, please 
contact: Manager, Publications, 
Information & Public Relations 
Department, Bhubaneswar - 751001. 


bal Rupees / Copy 
wenty Rupees / Yearly 


ee 


APRIL - 2001 


Messages 

Editorial 

The Utkal Union Conference (Utkal 
Sammilani) 1903-1921 


Resolutions Adopted in the First Session 
of the Utkal Union Conference Held at 
Cuttack in December 1903 


Amalgamation of the Oriya-Speaking 
Tracts 


Utkala Sabha and the Articulation of 
Oriya Identity 
4 Kailash Chandra. Dash 
ife and Times of Maharaja Shri 
Krishna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Dev 
R.C. Misro 


Where Adam Delves and Eve Spins 
B. Das ” 


The Bishnois of Orissa 
Sthita Pragyan Ray 
A Festival with a Difference: Lankapodi 


Yatra in Daspalla 
Gokul Chandra Patnaik 


The Unseen Hand 
Kahnu Chardn Mohanty 
Tr.by Jatindra Kumar Nayak 
Arun Kumar Mohanty 


The Grants-in-Aid Scenario in Planning 
and Coordination Department 
Umakanta Mishra 


A Page from the History of Nandapur 
Susanta Kumar Satapathy 


Quality Improvement and Professional 
Development of College Teachers 
Debendra Patnaik 


Kandhamal : The Garden of Orissa 
M. Mishra 
P.K. Panda 


Orissa Budget at a Glance 2001-2002 


Orissa News 


42 


46 


48 


ie 


at 
ORISSA REVIEW Vol.LVII No.9 
of O: 


F , me 
: April, 2001 Published by Information & Public Relations Department, Gove™ 
rissa, Bhubaneswar and Printed at Orissa Government Press, Madhupatna Cuttack. Price Rs.Two oY 


ee 


MESSAGE OF 
SHRI KRISHAN KANT 


HON'BLE VICE-PRESIDENT OF INDIA 
ON THE OCCASION OF ORISSA DAY, 2001 


lextend my warm greetings and best wishes to the people of Orissa on the occasion 
of Orissa Day, which is being celebrated on Ist April, 2001. 


From 1936, when the State of Orissa was born, to the present, Orissa has 
traversed a long course in history, preserving and promoting its glorious heritage of 
language, literature, art and culture. Orissa is on the path of economic resurgence, 
making significant headway in reforms in critical sectors of the economy. I have no 
doubt that with rich natural resources and creative genius of its people, Orissa, in the 
coming years, will emerge as a leading state, contributing richly to the nation's progress. 


New Delhi (KRISHAN KANT) 
23rd March, 2001 


My best wishes. 


MESSAGE OF 


SHRI ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE 


HON'BLE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA 
ON THE OCCASION OF ORISSA DAY, 2001 


I am happy to learn that the people of Orissa are celebrating 'Orissa Day' to 
commemorate the formation of their State as a separate province on Ist April, 1936. 
On this occasion, I extend my warm greetings to the people. 


Orissa, or Kalinga, as it was then known, occupies a special place in the history 
of India. The story of Orissa is one of valour in war and prosperity in peace. It is also 
associated with the message of universal love and brotherhood as espoused by Ashoka 
after the Kalinga war. In the post-Independence years, the people of Orissa have 
contributed richly to the development of the country. 


Orissa is a State with tremendous potential for achieving equitable prosperity 
for its people. It has abundance of natural and human resources. I hope that the State 
will resolve on this auspicious occasion to move towards the realisation of this vision. 


Once again, I convey my warm greetings to the people of Orissa and join them 


in praying for their great and prosperous future. 


Opener. 


New Delhi (A.B. Vajpayee) 
March 20, 2001 


MESSAGE OF 
SHRI M.M. RAJENDRAN 
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR OF ORISSA 


ON THE OCCASION OF 
UTKAL DIVAS, 2001 


lextend my warm greetings and felicitations to all my brothers and sisters.of Orissa on the 
auspicious occasion of Utkal Divas on the Ist of April. Sixtyfive years ago, on this day, the 
separate province of Orissa was created by bringing together all the scattered areas where 
Oriya speaking people live. Today we remember the contributions made by the architects 
of modern Orissa : Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das, Maharaja 
Krushnachandra Gajapati Narayan Dev, Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo, Vyasakabi 
Fakir Mohan Senapati, and many others. The State took its present shape in 1949, with the 
merger of all the princely states including Mayurbhanj. 


Orissa is a land of fascinating beauty with a glorious past and a rich cultural heritage. 
Orissa's sea-faring merchants sailed to the islands of Java, Sumatra, Borneo and Bali as 
early as the 4th and 5th centuries B.C. Not only did they bring home wealth and prosperity, 
they also carried the glorious Indian civilisation with them and helped its spread abroad. 
The land was a great martial power and posed a threat to the mighty Maurya Empire. Ashoka, 
the Great, invaded Kalinga in 261 B.C. and conquered it. But the terrible bloodshed on the 
banks of river Daya that preceded Ashioka's victory, changed his heart. He embraced Buddhism 
and preached peace and goodwill for the rest of his life. The Kalingan Empire reached the 
Zenith.of its glory during the reign of Emperor Kharavela. The inscriptions on the Hati 
Gumpha on the Udayagiri Hill in Bhubaneswar record the story of his reign. Orissa reached 
the height of artistic glory during the period from the seventh to the thirteenth century 
A.D., when most of the famous temples were built. Orissa came under Muslim rule in 
1568 A.D., and subsequently, under the Moghuls, the Marathas, and in 1803 A.D., under the 
British. 

Orissa is endowed with vast natural and mineral resources, but poverty and vagaries 
of nature have put obstacles in the path of its progress. Frequent natural disasters like 
Cyclones, floods and droughts have seriously affected its people. The State is still recovering 
from the two devastating cyclones which swept its coast in October 1999. The entire nation 
Stood solidly behind the State and in its effort to bring back normalcy. We are grateful to all 
those who came forward to help us during this crisis. The loss we suffered was so colossal 
that it would take a long time to complete the work of restoration and reconstruction. All of 


US should work hard to put the State back in the path of progress. 


Another natural disaster now threate 
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ns Orissa; there is a terrible drought in several 
on, Government has taken several steps suchas 
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alisation of non-functioning irrigation points. A new 
Programme called 'Operation Trishna' has been launched to tackle the problem of drinking 
water scarcity. I hope, with the concerted efforts of all concerned, we will soon overcom® 
the crisis, 
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MESSAGE OF 


SHRI NAVEEN PATNAIK 


HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER OF ORISSA 
ON THE OCCASION OF UTKAL DIVAS, 2001 


On the auspicious occasion of Utkal Divas, I convey my warm greetings and best wishes 


to the people of Orissa. 


Utkal Divas is a great and memorable day for all of us. On the 1st of April 1936, 
Orissa gained the status of a separate province. I pay rich tributes to the illustrious sons 
of Mother Utkal, who have made great sacrifices for the formation of a separate province. 
Many great sons of Orissa have made significant contributions to the growth and 


Propagation of Oriya language, literature, art and culture. We offer our profound respect 


to them. 


We have a glorious past and a rich heritage. The stories of courage, valour and 
patriotism of our ancestors have been inscribed in letters of gold in the pages of history. ~ 
Itis in this great land that Chandasoka had been transformed to Dharmasoka. Emperor 
Kharavela and Kapilendra Dev won many battles and extended the territory of their 
empires, The boundaries of Orissa stretched from the Ganga to the Godavari. Sea-faring 
Oriya sadhabs sailed to far-off islands such as Java, Sumatra, Bali and Borneo with | 
their merchandise. Not only did they bring home wealth and prosperity, they also carried 
the glorious Orissan art and culture with them and helped their spread abroad. Vestiges 


of Orissan art and culture can be found in those places even today. 


Orissan artists and craftsmen occupied a unique position in the fields of art, 
architecture and sculpture. They left an indelible mark on the temple architecture. Orissa 


had reached the pinnacle of glory in every field : dance, music, handloom and handicrafts. 
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But the glory of ancient Orissa is now a matter of the past. Today, the State 
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considered as the poorest one in the country. In spite of its rich natural and hum 
to 

resources, Orissa is lagging far behind other States. It is a great challenge for all of us 


lead Orissa in the path of progress and restore to the State its past glory. 
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MESSAGE OF 
SHRI DURYODHAN MAJHI 
HON'BLE MINISTER 


INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ON THE OCCASION OF UTKAL DIVAS, 2001 


On the auspicious occasion of Utkal Divas, | extend my warm greetings and best 
wishes to all my brothers and sisters of Orissa. 

The 1st of April is a memorable day for the people of the State. Sixtyfive 
years ago, on the 1st of April 1936, the Oriya-speaking tracts were consolidated 
and Orissa became a separate province. We remember the significant contributions 
made by Utkal Gaurav Madhusudan Das, Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das, Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati, Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanjadeo, Vyasakabi Fakir 
Mohan Senapati, and many others. A grateful State pays rich tributes to these 
illustrious sons of Orissa. 

We have made great strides in several fields, but a lot more remains to be 
done. We have to utilise the mineral wealth and forest resources with which 
nature has so bountifully endowed us. We have to work hard for the welfare of the 
poor and deprived sections of the society. 

Two cyclones devasted Orissa in 1999. This year, the State is in the grip ofa 
terrible drought. | appeal to all my brothers and sisters to strive to mitigate the 
sufferings of the affected people and achieve the all-round development of the State. 


Vande Utkal Janani 
Jai Hind 


MAKERS OF MODERN ORISSA 


Utkal Gouray Madhusudan Das 


Kavivara Radhanath Ray 


Swabhavak vi Gangadhar Meher Pandit Neela!.antha Das Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab 


“ory to Thee 
Mother Uthkal 


| adore Thee, O' Mother Utkal 
How loving are Thy smile & voice |! 
O' Mother, Mother, Mother ! 


Bath'd art Thou by the Sacred Sea, 

Thy shores adorned with trees tall and green, 
Balmy breeze blowing by beauteous streams, 
O' Mother, Mother, Mother | 

Thy body bedeck' 
Arrayed with verd 
Thy sky ringing w 
O' Mothe 


d with dense woodlands, 
ant hills plaited like waves, 
ith choirs of singing birds, 
t, Mother, Mother ! 
How charming are Thy rich fields of corn | 
© Erudition enow, 

© Saints and Seers, 
O' Mother, Mother, Mother ! 


imed all around, 
the Unfailing Abode, 
er, Mother, Mother ! 


EDITORIAL 


Sixty-five years ago, on the 1st of April 1936, the separate Province of Orissa was 
created. The land of Kharavela and Kapilendra Dev at last got a distinct new identity. 
Today, when we celebrate the sixty-sixth Utkal Divas, our thoughts go to the makers 
of modern Orissa, whose tireless efforts led to the unification of Oriya-speaking 
tracts. We fondly recall the immense contributions made by artists, poets, writers, 
and others to the shaping of the culture of Orissa. We pay rich tributes to all of 
them : Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das, Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Dev, Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo, 
Vyasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, and many others. We also remember the role 
played by the leading Oriya organisations of those days-- Cuttack Ullasini Sabha, 
Utkal Bhasa Unnati Bidhayini Sabha, Ganjam Utkal Hitabadini Sabha, Balasore 
Sabha, Utkal Hitaisini Samaj, Utkal Sabha, and above all, Utkal Sammilani-- in the 
creation of a separate province. This celebration also reminds us of our duties and 
responsibilities : We have to work hard for the progress of the State and prosperity 
of its people, and make every effort to redeem the glory of ancient Kalinga. 


An humble attempt has been made here to present an account of the struggle 
of Oriya people to establish their identity. Resolutions adopted in the first session of 
Utkal Union Conference held at Cuttack in December 1903, brief accounts of the 
conferences of Utkal Sammilani held at different places in subsequent years, will 
help readers re-live those unforgettable days of the history of modern Orissa. The 
fan excerpt from Kahnu Charan Mohanty's classic 


current issue carries a translation © 
Oriya novel, Adekha Hata, which depicts the life in rural Orissa in the early decades 
of the twentieth century. Besides these, articles on developmental activities, Orissan 
culture, and several items of Orissa news also feature in this issue. 1 sincerely hope 
that readers will appreciate the effort. 
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The Utkal Union Conference | 


(Utkal Sammilani) 
1903-192] 


An account of the activities of the conference 
during the 16 years of its life is presented 
below : 


FIRST SESSION (30-31, Dec. 1903) 


The first sitting was held at Cuttack 
under the presidentship of the Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj, ShriRamchandra Bhanj Deo on 
30.12.1903 and 31.12.1903. The Raja of 
Kanika, Sri Rajendra Narayan Bhanj Deo was 
the Chairman of the Reception Committee. 
The delegates from the outlying tracts 
€xcluding Orissa numbered 335. Five Oriya 
Chiefs attended. A type of national pagdi was 
adopted. An exhibition organised. by the 
Conference was opened by the Commissioner 
Of Orissa. The subjects discussed were— 
- thanking the Viceroy of India for his proposal 
to unite the Oriya—speaking tracts; expressing 
8ratitude for establishing Oriya as court 
language in Sambalpur; formation of anumber 
of Committees for social reforms work, work 
regarding culture and literature and in 
Connection with agriculture, industries, etc.; 
arranging for sending students abroad; and 
forming an executive committee for the 
ensuing year with the one previously elected 
In addition to 10 new secretaries. 


During the following year, 381 branch 


associations were organised by 15 competent 
Paid missionaries of the Conference. Branches 
Were in Cuttack 170, Puri 109, Balasore 24, 
Midnapore 2, Calcutta 4, Ganjam 23, 
Sambalpur 5, and Garjats 44. Two social 
reform pamphlets were issued to the people. 


—C1>- 


A portion of an Oriya dictionary was compiled 
by a sub-committee. Rs.100 were spent on 
collection of old manuscripts. A pamphlet on 
the cultivation of sugarcane was distributed. 
A considerable volume of correspondence was 
done and cértain beginnings especially in 
regard to weaving of cotton were made. 
Contributions were made towards the 
vocational education, mainly industrial, of 
Oriya students at different centres. Letters were 
addressed both in India and England, to the 
Governments, public bodies, heads of 
departments etc. 


; The Hon. Mr. M.S.Das was Secretary. 
SECOND SESSION (28-29, Dec. 1904) 


It was held at Cuttack on the 28th and 
the 29th December, 1904 under the presidency 
of the Raja of Dharakote, Sri Madan Mohan 
Singh Deo, while. the Maharaja of Keonjhar 
was the Chairman. About 2,000 persons were 
present. Discussion took place on the 
following subjects: Thanking Lord Curzon for 
the proposal to unite the Oriya speaking tracts 
under a separate administration; certain 


"proposals regarding agricultural and industrial _ 


subjects there was a mention of the Curzon's 


Fund for scholaraships in Ganjam; protesting 


against the language and proposals of the 
Association for the Advancement of Scientific 
and Industrial. education to affiliate the 
conference .as a District Association on 
payment of Rs.3,000 annually; proposing to 
arrange for sale of good rice suggesting that 
weaving be undertaken by weavers under the 
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branch associations; the Starting of Girls 
School at Cuttack; the commemoration of the 
late Chandrasekhar Singh Samant by 
instituting a scholarship for the B.Sc. classes 
and proposing a committee there for the 
consideration of the question of writing a 
biography of the late Padmanabh Narayan 
Deo; formation of acommittee for the coming 
year with the last years committee with more 
names added to it and thanking the members 


of the Young Utkal Association who were 
volunteers. 


Mr. M.S. Das declared that the next 
year the Young Utkal Association would be 
considered part of the Conference. 

THIRD SESSION (13-14 April 1906) 


This was held al 
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Government 
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Nilmani Chand De B.A. and seve 
contributors helped the endeavour. Two issue 
of the journal were brought out. 

Babu Daityari Prasad Das was the 
Secretary. 


FOURTH SESSION (26-27 Dec. 1906) 


It was held at Berhampur on ee 
27.12.1906 under the presidency of De ‘a0 
of Kanika and chairmanship of the ae 
Bodokhemidi. The Sammilani tent Sat, 
Balasore was used. About 2,000 WEES Pr ai 
Kharagpur Utkal Samaj had sent an ne 
essay. The subjects discussed naies 
considering the appointment of missi0 n {0 
and spending Rs.100 a month baa P 
propaganda: thanking the governme 
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in Madras etc, 
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ing year: Income Rae of 
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certain people were collected. 


follow 
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red 
The fourth session was conduc 


Babu Narasing Das, the Secretary. 
FIFTH SESSION (18-19 April 1908) 


; of 
This session was held at Purl © 
and 19 of April 1908. The Raja a hol 
Presided. Raja Goura Chandra Mans!" = on 
Parikud was the Chairman, 
Committee. 1 
worker Jogabandhu Singh was the See als? 


Young social Worker Gopabandhu D°” 
attended the Conference. 


SIXTH SESSION (Dec. 1908) yer 


. i si 
This was held at Cuttack in ae i a 
1908. The Raja of Atagad was Pres! 
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official report has been separately published 
for this session. 


Draft rules were adopted: 
Chandrasekhar Science scholarship was 
sought to be made a permanent institution; two 
separate funds for education and Conference 
work were started: Money was sent to 
Mr. Sarangdhar Das, student in Japan and to 
Mr. Birajmohan Senapati, Student of 
agriculture. 

Income (for two years) : Rs.1,443-5-7 172 
Expenditure Rs.317-14-6 


SEVENTH SESSION (30-31, Dec. 1910) 


This was held at Cuttack on the 30th 
and 31st December 1910. Raja Baikunthanath 
De Bahadur was President, the Chairman was 
the Raja of Madhupur. A Subjects Committee 
Sat after the first day's work. Subjects 
discussed: Thanks to Mr. Ravenshaw for 
sending Rs.1,000 for education of Oriya 
children; agricultural scholarship of 
Mr.B.Senapati be converted into 
Chandrasekhar scholarship. 


During the following year 3 district 
Committees were organised in Ganjam, Puri, 
and Cuttack who had some record of work. 
The cause of education received substantial 
support by the Conference. Income, being the 
Previous year's balance, was Rs.1,125-7-1 /2 
and expenditure Rs.492-9-6. 


Babu Gokulanand Choudhury was the 
Secretary. 


EIGHTH SESSION (6-7, April 1912) 


This was held at Berhampur on the 6th 
and 7th April 1912. President was the Raja of 
Surangi who belonged to the Ganjam District 
Itself. The Jubaraj of Mandasa, Sri Sreemivas 
Rajmoni Deo was the Chairman. Certain rules 
of the Conference had to be modified in their 
application. Over 800 were present. The 
SiNging of songs by girls was a special feature. 


3 


Subjects : Praying for union of Ganjam and 
other outlying tracts of Orissa under one 
administration under the same principle 
underlying the Bengal reunion; Mr. Mac 
Callum Scott, M.P. and Lord Curzon were 
thanked for having interpellated Parliament 
regarding Orissa union: protesting against 
making the Oriya Training School at 
Berhampur Telugu. urging the making of Oriya 
a subject for the Vidwan Titles Examination 
in Madras University; urging the establishment 
of a High School at Russelkonda. 

The office of the Secretary of the 
Executive Committee was decided to be 
located in the place of residence of the 
Secretary. The Raja of Chikiti was elected as 
Secretary. 

During the coming year he resigned his 
office for certain reasons. 


NINTH SESSION (28-29, Dec. 1913) 


It was held in Puri on 28 and 29-12- 
1913. Mr. M.S. Das, C.LE., was President, the 
Chairman being Mahant Gadadhar Ramanuj 
Das. Ganjam.alone sent 400 representatives. 
Subjects: encouraging the efforts of the 
promoters of the Satyabadi School: requesting 
Lord Hardinge to pay a second visit to Orissa 
and make himself acquainted with the results 
of Government neglect; the amalgamation of 
Oriya tracts; Engineering School; Court 
language in Singhbhum and other outlying 
tracts; urging the starting of M.A., and B.L., 
classes at Cuttack; Income for the session 
Rs.1,108-1-7'” expenditure Rs.530-2-6. 
Collections for the Satyabadi school during 
session and afterwards Rs.6,252 and from 
some Rajas Rs.2,240. 


Babu Jagabandhu Singh was Secretary, 
TENTH SESSION (26-27 Dec. 1914) 


_ It was held at Parlakhemidi on 26 and 
27-12-1914. The attendance was over 5000, 
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2000 alone hailing from outside. Sri Vikram 
Deo Varma of Vizagpatam was President, the 


Chairman was Mahant Sri Radhakrishna Das 
Goswami. j 


The arrangements made for this 
session were very elaborate. The Raja Saheb 
of Parlakimedi spent Rs.10,000 on the session, 
besides arranging for special trains and 
keeping open his press to print Conference 
literature free of charge. Subject : Wishing 


British success in War: sending medical officer 


- with pay of Rs.300 per month (Mr. Rammurti 


Patnaik volunteered his services.); urging 
bringing together of Oriyas under Bihar and 
Orissa and Madras administrations in one 
province; urging declaratio 
language in Singhbhum, 
Chandrapur-Padampur 
provision of educational fa 
demanding a separate Univ 
of the Oriya-speaking 
one University; 
Oriya teachers an 
in educational in 
railway line fro 
proposal to make 
district. 


n of Oriya as Court 
Jeypore, Phuljhar, 
areas and the 
Cilities for them; 
ersity for the sake 
people, or at least any 
extensive employment of 
d Oriya Inspecting Officers 
terests; proposal to Open a 
m Khurda to Sambalpur: 
Jeypore Agency a Separate 


E eee 
Council; the establishment of an Engineering 
School; starting of B.L. classes: ete. 


TWELFTH SESSION (29-30, Dec. 1916) 


This was held at Balasore on 29 and 
30-12-1916. The President was the Raja of 
Mandasa, the Chairman being Babu 
Radhagovind Das. 


Certain important letters from P 
Oriyas in C.P., Behar Students Contin 
on the question of affiliation of the ae 
were read. Subjects : To constitute Jeypore # 
a district; to revive salt industry: Engineer 
School; to amalgamate Madras and Beng ‘ 
Oriya tracts with Orissa under an independ? 
administration — appointment of an influent! . 
committee of seven to adopt vies 
measures for the following year, an ee! 
member in the Imperial con" 
Dissatisfaction with the unamended a 
University Bill: wishing for separate une 
Or at least to continue under the cam in 
University; Court language and education 
the Singhbhum and CP. Oriya tae af 
Vizagpatam karans to be recognised as on f 
Income for the session was Rs.2,434--~ 
€xpenditure Rs.2,08 1-7-0, 


; arch 
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of Oriya the Court language in Singhbhum and 
the C.P. Oriya the court language in 
Singhbhum and the C.P. Oriya tracts: The 
Oriya declared the organ of the Conference. 


The Domiciled Bengalee Association 
Consisting of those who were “in every sense 
indigenous to the province" was incorporated 
in this session. A band of 52 National Service 
volunteers were taken in a letter from the 
Bhubaneswar Temple Committee which said 
that the repairs of the temple required 2 lakhs 
of rupees was read. The Raja of Atagarh 
offered Rs.10,000 for some weaving industry 
in the Province. 


Income for the session was Rs.2-549- 
10-0, expenditure Rs.3,790-1-0. A "National 
Fund" was collected, and it amounted to 
Rs.257-4-0, 


SPECIAL SESSION (21-22, Sept. 1918) 


This session was specially convened 
in order to consider the situation arising out 
Of the publication of the M.C. Report. It was 
held on 21 and 22.9.1918 at Cuttack, and the 
Hon'ble Mr. M.S, Das was the President. The 
Convenor was the Secretary of the Conference 
the Hon'ble Mr. Brajasundar Das. Two 
resolutions regarding Orissa and her future 
Constitution were passed, urging the linguistic 
Union prior to the Reforms.. 


FOURTEENTH SESSION (19-20, April 1919) 


This was held on 19 and 20-4-1919 at 
Cuttack under the presidency of Hon'ble 
Gopabandhu Das; the Chairman was Sreejukt 
Jagatballabh Ghose of the Domiciled Bengalee 
community. The attendance was as usual very 
large. Resolutions relating to amalgamation of 
the Oriya tracts ina single province declaration 


of Oriya as Court language in the outlying 
tracts etc. were passed. The Oriya was handed 
over to the Cuttack Printing Co. The most 
important piece of work which was done, was 
the passing of a constitution of the Conference. 
About Rs.1,300 were collected in the pandal 


towards the Mesopotamia Medical Relief 


Fund, and a few thousands were promised in 
addition. 
FIFTIEENTH SESSION (Dec. 1919) 

It was held in December 1919 at Puri. 
Sri Chandra Sekhar Behera of Sambalpur 
presided over the Conference. 
SIXTEENTH SESSION (30-31, Dec. 
1920— Ist Jan. 1921) 

This session of the Utkal Union 
Conference was held at Chakradharpur on 30- 
31 December 1920 and Ist January of 1921. 
This session was presided over by Jogabandhu 


* Singh, but Gopabandhu played an important 


role in bringing about the change in the outlook 
of the Conference. On the second day of the 
Conference, Gopabandhu moved the 
resolution asking the Utkal Union Conference 
to accept the objectives and aspirations of the 
Indian National Congress. After heated 
discussion, the resolution was passed. The 
Sammilani merged itself in the mainstream 
of the national movement. It was significant 
that Madhusudan was not present in the 
Chakradharpur Session. 


ss 
Source: Two Bachelors of Arts, The Oriya Movement (19/9; 


Rpt. Cuttack : Bharat Bharati, 1996. and Utkal Prasanga Apvil 
1999, ~ 
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Resolutions Adopted in the First Session of 


The Utkal Union Conference 
Held at Cuttack in December 1903 


[Speakers will please note that all discussions on 
Political and Religious subjects and criticisms of 
the actions of Government and Government 
Officials are Strictly prohibited.] 


THE UTKAL UNION CONFERENCE 
30th and 31 st December 1903 


RESOLUTION - I 
That this Conference representing the People 
of the Oriya speaking tracts under the Bengal, 
Madras and Provinces 
their deep 
de to His 


the Private 
mmunication to His 
Excellency, 


Mover - The Maharaja of Keonjhar 


(Tributary Chief, Orissa) 

- The Raja of Khallikote and 
Athagada, Ganjam. 

1. Babu Viswanath Kar, Cuttack, 

2. Raja Baikuntha Nath De 
Bahadoor, Balasore, 

3. Babu Brajamoh 
Sambalpur, 


RESOLUTION . II 


That the sincere 


Seconder 


Supporter - 


an Patnaik, 


° s 
court language in Sambalputr. While io 
Honour was at the Head of the Cen of 
Provinces Administration and that a a ie 
this resolution be communicated through ne 
Private Secretary to His Honou! 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 


Mover -  Srj Bikram Deb Burma, Vizag. 


balpu" 
Babu Chandra Sekhar Behera, Sam 
1. Ram Chandra Das, Puti. p.a.BL 
2. Babu Gagan Behari Chowdhury: B- 


RESOLUTION - II 


That this 
desirability 


Seconder - 
Supporter - 


son thO 
ise th 
Conference emphasise | 


U 

ening 

of fostering and sin ann 
Friendly relations between the Utkaliv@’ 


1€ 
‘ , om ir 
the other Peoples and nations with wh 

are in contact, 


fi 
Mover _ Raja Baikuntha Nath De Bahad0? 
Balasore. » paigutls 
Seconder - MR. Ray, Rajgopalachari Ralé 
Mandassa. BL 
Supporters - 1.Babu Radhanath Paty, B- 
1 7 ple 
ae Misra, M* 
Sambalpur. 


3.Rev. A.H. Young, MA. 

4.Mr. M.S. Das, MA..B.L- if 
Oriya and English. 

RESOLUTION - IV y 


«ofl 
: y sis 
That a Central Committee © ail 


y [0 
: A erke” ah 
of the following gentlemen (with pow’ incl 


10 their number and to form an ¢ 4 
Committees) be formed for the pul pill 
Carefully 


; ae nl 
educating public opinion CO 


ee 


measures which may be regarded as expedient 
for the introduction of salutary social reforms 
among the Utkaliyas, in response to the need 
of the present times and that an account of the 
work done by the Committee during the year 
be printed and laid before the Utkal Union 
Conference at their next annual sitting. 


Mover — - Munshi Mahamud Ali, Cuttack. 
Seconder - Babu Daniel Mahanty, Berhampore. 


MEMBERS OF THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE 


1. Maharaja of Mayurbhanj 
(2) Maharaja of Keonjhar (3) Raja of Atgarh 
(4) Raja of Khandpara (5) Raja of Atmallik 
(6) Raja of Bamra (7) Raja of Sonepur (8) Raja 
of Gangpur (9) Maharaja of Jaipur (10) Raja 
Bahadoor of Parikud (11) Raja of Kanika 
(12) Raja of Talcher (13) Raja of Madhupur 
(14) Raja of Tigeria (15) Raja of Kallikote and 
Atgada (16) Raja of Bada Khemidi (17) Raja 
of Mandassa (18) Raja of Dharakote 
(19) Second Prince of Parlakhemidi 
(20) Prince Bikram Deo of Vizagapatam 
(21) Raja of Narsinghpur (22) Raja of 
Baramba (23) Raja of Ranpur (24) Raja of 
Boud (25) Raja of Dasapalla (26) Raja of 
Nilgiri (27) Raja of Dhenkanal (28) Raja of 
Pal Lahara (29) Raja of Redhakhol (30) Raja 
of Hindol (31) Raja of Nayagar (32) Raja 
Baikuntha Nath De Bahadoor, Balasore 
(33) Babu Madhusudan Rao (34) Ral 
Radhanath Rai Bahadoor (35) Babu Viswanath 
Kar (36) Babu Madhusudan Das, B.A. 
(37) Babu Ram Sankar Ray (38) Babu Gour! 
Sankar Ray (39) Babu Gokulanand 
Chowdhury, B.A, B.L. (40) Babu Gopal 
Chandra Praharaj, B.A., B-L. (41) Babu 
Abhiram Bhanj, M.A., B.L. (42) Babu Sudam 
Charan Naik (43) Babu Gopal Ballabh Das, 
M.A. (44) Babu Raj Kishore Das, B.A. B.L. 
(45) Babu Nimai Charan Mitra (46) Babu Ban 
Behary Palit, B.A., B.L. (47) Babu Braja 
Sunder Das, B.A. (48) Babu Damodar Kar 


Se 


(49) Babu Fakir Mohan Senapaty (50) Babu 
Nandkishore Bal, B.A. (51) Babu J.S. Rout 
(52) Babu M.L.J. Jachak (53) Babu Brajanand 
Das, B.A. (54) Babu Padmanava Satpathy 
(55) Pandit Purusotum Turkalunkar 
(56) Pandit Viswanath Satpathy (57) Maulavi 
Sayed Mahamud Ali (58) Maulavi Ruffiuddin 
Mohamud (59) Maulavi Sayed Nurul Huq 
(60) Ekram Russul (61) Mr. M.S. Das, M.A,, 
B.L. (62) Babu Gagan Behari Chowdhury 


RESOLUTION - V 


That this Conference recognise the 
necessity of organised measures for the 
improvement of the Oriya Literature and 
Language and with a view to that end appoint 
a Standing Committee consisting of the 


following gentlemen, who, acting in 


cooperation with the 'Utkalsahitya Samaj’ of 
Cuttack will adopt measures calculated to 
secure the above-mentioned object and that 
an account of the work done by the Standing 
Committee during the year be printed and laid 
before the Utkal Union Conference at their 
next annual sitting. 


Mover - Rai Radhanath Rai Bahadoor, Cuttack 
Seconder - Babu Madhusudan Rao, Cuttack 
Supporter- 1. Gopal Ballabh Das, M.A. 

2. Babu Gangadhar Meher, Sambalpur 


MEMBERS OF THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE 


(1).Rai Radhanath Rai Bahadoor (2) Babu 
Madhusudan Rao (3) Babu Fakir Mohan 
Senapaty (4) Babu Viswanath Kar (5) Babu 
Abhiram Bhanj, M.A., B.L. (6) Babu 
Nandkishore Bal, B.A. (7) Babu Madhusudan 
Das, M.A.,B.L. (8) Babu Gopal Chandra 
Praharaj, B.A., B.L. 


RESOLUTION - VI 


That with a view to the material 
improvement of the Utkaliyas, a Central 
Committee consisting of the following 
gentlemen (with power to add to their number 
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and to form Branch Committees) be formed 
for the purpose of improving Agricultural and 
Industrial condition of the Oriya speaking 
‘tracts and for utilising the natural products 
thereof and that steps be taken to have a 
‘Silponnati Sabha' of Cuttack affiliated to this 
Conference and that arrangements be made 
for holding Annual Exhibition of Agricultura L, 
Industrial and Natural Products in connection 
with this Conference and that 
the work done by the Central Committee 
during the year be Printed and laid before the 
Utkal Union Conference at their next annual 
Sitting, 
Mover - The Raja of Talcher, (Tributary 
Chief) 
Seconder - Mr. MS. Das, M.A., BLL. 
Supporters - 1, Babu Krishna C 
Cuttack 
2. Babu Sarat Chandra 
B.A. B.L., Cuttack, ; 
MEMBERS OF THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE 


handra Palit, B.A, 


Mukherjee! 


(18) Raja of 
Narsinghpur (20) Raja of Bara 


mba (21 Raj 
of Ranpur (22) Raja of Bou a 


d (23) Raja of 


an account of 


Dasapalla (24) Raja of Nilgiri (25) Rang 
Dhenkanal (26) Raja of Pal Lahara (27) 5 
of Redhakhol (28) Raja of Hindol (29) 
of Nayagar (30) Maharaja of Patna (31) 
of Kharial (32) Raja Baikunth Nath : 
Bahadoor, Balasore (33) Second Prince ag 
Parlakhemidi (34) Prince Bikram Deo ae 
(35) Babu Sarat Chandra Mukherjee, F A 
B.L. (36) Babu Krishna Chandra Palit, abu 
(37) Mr. M.S. das, M.A., B.L. (38) aa 
Gokulanand Chowdhury, B.A., B.L. (39) van 
Chintamani Chowdhury (40) Babu Ra 
Pandit (41) Babu Mayadhar Das, 9) Babl 
(42) Babu Sudam Charan Naik (43) abu 
Gopal Ballabh Das, M.A. (44) aat 
Rajkishore Das. B.A.,B.L. (45) Babu “mall 
Chandra Bose, B.A., B.L. (46) ai 
Harekrushna Mohanty, B.A. (47) Fakir 
Gourishyam Mohanty, B.A. (48) Babu as 
Mohan Senapaty. (49) Babu Jaya ai 
(50) Babu Braja Sundar Mardaraj Se: 
Braja Sundar Das, B.A. (52) Babu Ram Bab! 
Ray (53) Babu Gouri Sankar Ray ie al 
Nimai Charan Mitra (55) Babu Baikun! n Das 
Dutta, B.A., BL. (56) Babu Darpanaray it 
(57) BabuJ.s. Rout (58) Babu Iswarlal pabl 
(59) Babu Damodar Patnaik (60) sash 
Abhiram Bhanj, M.A., B.L. (61) Babu Nutt! 
Bhusan Ray (62) Babu Moulvi Sayad 
Huq (63) Babu Raffiuddin Mahamed- 


dhe 
Source - Surendra Mohanty, Kulabrud 


ook 
Cuttack/Bhubaneswar : Lark B 
1978, pp.387-93. 
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Amalgamation of the Oriya-Speaking Tracts 


(Resolution moved by Biswanath Kar on 25 Nov. 1921) 
Speeches of Utkal Gaurav Madhusudan Das 


The Hon'ble Mr Madhusudan Das : Sir, in 
some of the speeches which have been 
delivered specially by hon'ble members from 
Orissa my name has been mentioned as one 
who had associated himself with this 
movement. The Hon'ble Leader of the House 
and vice-President of the Executive Council 
has been pleased to entrust me with the 
Pleasant duty of explaining the position and 
drawing the attention of the House to the real 
question at issue. For obvious reasons it is not 
hecessary for me to ask the Council to travel 
With me over the ancient history of Orissa. It 
is sufficient for me to point out only this fact, 
which must ever be prominent in the mind of 
every Hindu, that the Jagannath Temple is the 


temple where the whole Hindu population of ' 


India resort to see the great God Jagannath. 
There is one peculiarity in Jagannath which is 
Not to be found anywhere else. Jagannath is 
called the Hindu God, but he is generally 
known in Orissa among the Pandas and priests 
Of Orissa as Buddha Avatar, as an incarnation, 
or if I may say so - a deity of the Buddha creed. 
Buddhism was a religion which did away with 
Caste system and you find an absence of caste 
tules in Jagannath. There you find a strong 
affinity between Bihar and Orissa, the like of 
which is not to be found between any two paris 
of a province or any two provinces of India. 
My brethren of Orissa have been pleading 
before the hon'ble members representing other 
Parts of the Province their cause and telling 
them how the whole nation has been mutilated, 


sn they have suffered in the past and what 


Se 


their present ambition and earnest desire are. 
There has been a little misconception with 
regard to the desire of the Oriya people. The 
resolution, as I understand, does not admit of 
any such misconception. The resolution says 
“that the Oriya-speaking tracts existing under 
the four different provincial governments, 
namely Bihar and Orissa, Madras, Bengal and 
Central Provinces, be united under one 
Government." The prayer is that all these parts 
where a portion of the population is Oriya 
should be placed under one Government. I 
should specially like, Sir, to invite your 
attention to the fact that the resolution does 
not say "under a separate government." No 
doubt the mover of the resolution had in view 
the contingency that it might not be possible 


-to have all these parts now under separate 


governments to be separated from their 
respective governments and attached to .the 
present Government. Therefore the resolution 
means this, that such portions of the Oriya- 
speaking tracts which can be separated and 
wish to be separated from any of these 
governments. The very fact that the members 
from Orissa are asking for the help, co- 
operation and goodwill of the members 
representing other parts of this Province shows 
a desire to be attached to this Province. 


The Hon'ble Mr Madhusudan Das : If 
that is accepted, I am quite willing to amend it 
so that it may run "that the Oriya-speaking 
tracts existing under the four different 
Governments may be conveniently separated 
from their respective Governments." 
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‘Madras and the Centra 
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The Hon'ble Mr Madhusudan Das : 
That may be the wish of the mover of the 
tesolution, but certainly this is a question of a 
technical nature. I mean to say here that the 
question is not to be answered by the mover 
of the resolution or by the members 
Tepresenting the areas which have been 
attached to Bihar and Orissa, because it is a 
question of self-determination and each 
Portion of the Oriya-speaking tracts under the 
Separate governmen 
determine for thems 


stand for Orissa, rep 
the Central Provin 


of the Oriya-speakin 
Proper. The hon'ble 


ion w MUSt give other 0 

: tO 
right of Self-de; co 
Will the respective Governmen 


1 Provinces 


question without ©onsulting t 


speaking people in those parts as to wie 
they want to be joined with Orissa propet 
not ? What the hon'ble members here pe. 
decide is whether they have sympathy with é, 
aspirations of the members whe sei 
Orissa proper to be united to certain pa 
the Oriya-speaking tracts lying in other oi 
of India..That is the question before ; 
Whether the hon'ble mover accepts ™ 


; ide the | 
suggestion or not is altogether beside " 


question, because he only represents a 
part of the Oriya-speaking tracts or ae 
Population. I hope the hon'ble membre 
Not dispose of a question of this nature beg the 
there is a technical objection, becasue 
mover of the resolution does not see the 18 
question at issue before us. The real is i 
that it is not within the competence et 

Council to decide as to whether the ner 
People want amalgamation or not. The we 
members have before them a supplication have 
the people of Orissa proper who say, "We e us 
a desire to be united. Will you giv ur 
Permission, do you sympathize wit this 
desire 2" This Council may adopt ihe 
Tesolution and then the matter will g0 0 det 
Government of India and as the Hon'ble pi 

of the House has said the other Govern™ 
Concerned will have to be consulted ane" 
the question Will either be decided PY ve 


Overnment of India or the matter may”, 
to go to the Se 
We sh 


gio" 
cretary of State for i at 
ould not be under the impress! he 
We are deciding the question here as 0 “pend?! 
the Oriya-speaking people of Madras; ited: 
and the Central Provinces should be ¥ e 


t 
e 
With these remarks, Sir, hic 
nin the hands of the Council. 


ef 


questio 


ja! 
ysl 
Sahu, N.K. and PK, Mishra. Mad! ag 


Legislator (His Speeches). Rourkel® 
ngha, 1980. 


Source : 
Das : the 
Utkal Sq 


Utkala Sabha and the Articulation of Oriya 
Identity 


I 


The Orissa Association (Utkala Sabha) was a 
Significant forum for the Oriyas from the last 
two decades of the 19th century to the first 
decade of the 20th century A.D. In fact it was 
the first organisation in Orissa, which played 
an important role in the articulation of the 
feelings of the Oriya people and assertion of 
Oriya identity. If Utkala Union Conference 
(Utkala Sammilani) in the beginning of the 
20th century presented the problems of the 
Oriya people on a large scale, the Orissa 
Association provided a linkage for this. 
Historians in their works have presented an 
account of this forum yet much more needs to 

€ in this field.’ because the activities of this 
forum were multi-dimensional. Here I present 
an account of the origin and development of 
this Association with an emphasis on its role 
in Constructing a situation for Oriya identity, 
which was necessary for the formation of 
Orissa. 


I 


There was an Utkala Sabha in Cuttack 
which was formed around July 1877. 
According to Utkala Dipika, its first bi-annual 
Session was held in January 1878 in the 
Cuttack Printing Company buildings.” It was 
formed with the initiative of Utkala Bhasa- 
Uddipani Sabha. Its first session was presided 
by the noted poet, Radhanath Ray. It was then 
Meant to be a forum for encouraging literary 
discussions which were necessary to foster a 
Spirit of debate among the Oriyas. The Sabha 


Kailash Chandra Dash 


gradually attracted the educated people of 
Cuttack into its fold and its activities began to 
increase. It became so famous as a literary 
forum that in 1879 there were 19 sessions and 
in the annual session of that year a critical 
discussion of Labanyabati and 
Kotibrahmanda Sundari of Upendra Bhanja 
was well appreciated.* The Sabha published 
from 1879 a fortnightly magazine named 
Utkala Madhupa and there was an attempt for 
the establishment of its library called Utkala 
Pustakalaya.° In that session of 1879, 
Jadumani Ghosh delivered a speech on good 
education and it became a subject of debate 
there.® Thus the Sabha during this phase 
continued to create an awakening for Oriya 
literature and it wanted the participation of the 
Oriyas in the debates and discussions. We do 
not know how long it continued in that form. 
But Utkala Sabha was a different forum which 
came into being only in 1882. Both Prabodh 
Kumar Mishra and Nibedita Mohanty have 
accepted the view that this literary forum, 
Utkala Sabha of the 1870s was transformed 
into a bigger forum of the same name by 
Madhusudan Das and Gaurisankar Ray.’ But 
Mrityunjaya Rath held the view that the Utkala 
Sabha of 1882 was a new forum created by 
Gaurisankar Ray who remained. associated 
with it for long thirty years.® The néw existence 
of an Utkala Sabha in 1882 iny Cuttack has 
really been stated in Utkala Bipita of that 
year.” According to Utkala Dipika of 19th 
August 1882 there was a great meeting at 
Cuttack in the month of August 1882 which 


hee | 
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was presided by Chaudhuri Kasinath Das. A 
resolution read by Harekrishna Das and 
accepted by Gaurisankar Ray declared the 
meeting as Utkala Sabha. In this way Utkala 
Sabha came into existence 1882. It was 
decided to make it a permanent body for 
undertaking multifarious benevolent activities 
for the Oriyas. The members of the Utkala 
Sabha were also selected in that meeting. The 
great meeting was held for the introduction of 
local self-government in Orissa and for 
discussing the developmental projects for the 
Oriyas. 

The Utkala 
became the most Sig 
Oriya problems, It 
Orissa by the am 


Sabha formed in this way 
nificant forum to articulate 


of the Sabha. 


The formation of 


Municipality, arran gement for the election of 
the Commissioners and 


hairman, 
determination of the qualification of the Voters 
were given due notice by the Sabha. It also 
wanted the introduction of the election system 
for rural municipalities, 


(ii) It wanted electoral 
district board and local boar 
the formation of local b 
by proper election, 


(iii) 


Process for the 


ds. It demanded 
oards in the rural areas 


Tt read and considere 
y Act in manuscript for 
the Government the popular 


(iv) 


d the Bengal 
mand informed 
opinion about it. 
It discussed the regulation for the 
of water in canals and justified the 
undesirability of the teaching of science and 
Scometry in the Hindu girl schools. 


In 18 86, th 
demanded 


for the daily worship of the deities. The a 
expressed an in separable connection oS od 
Lord Jagannath and the Gajapati pe iy 
Stated that without this connection the ie 
worship of the deities could not be Poa 
By this way, it asserted the identity of 
people. 


; e 
(vi) It prayed to the authority for a 
inclusion of Oriya representatives aun 
Central Legislative Council Boe 
Vyavastapaka Sabha) and also sent a pe “ite 
to the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal o ‘i 
use of steamer from Cuttack to Chandabali 
from Cuttack to Batighar. 


. of 
(vii) It also demanded the amalgamatio’ 
the Oriya-speaking areas under i 
administration (particularly under one hot 
Commissioner). Such united Oriyas rol ¢ 
be placed, according to the Sabha, un rs and 
Calcutta High Court for judicial matte tiot 
under the Calcutta University for educé 


rea 
(vili) The Sabha wanted eagerly the SP 
of Co-operative Societies in Orissa. 


en 
(ix) It also wanted that an arrange al 
Should be made to support financially jnant 
Chandra Sekhar, the author of Sid@ 
Darpan in his old age. 


in the 

All these points of discussion in id 

Utkala Sabha articulated the feelings © th? 
People, which led to a movement 
formation of Greater Orissa in future 


Ul naw 
A significant activity of the Sa is” 
€ntation of a memorial petitio" nd 
to Viceroy and Governor General 0 inc! 
Victor Alexander Bruce. The Central reall 
was a Hindi-speaking region and se 
Which is an Oriya-speaking area was if al 
nit. During the long period of thi! t ue 
(A.D 1865-95) the Governmer sit 
Confronted With s : we 


everal adminy He 
Fe cemta The linguistic difference of | 
am 


the pres 


balpur and the other distric! 


——— 
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province prevented the transfer of officials 
which was important for the irnprovement of 
the administration. Hindi-speaking officers 
found it very diffcult to work in Sambalpur, a 
non-Hindi area. The Oriya employees of 
Sambalpur disliked their transfer to the Hindi- 
Speaking districts. The problem was 
intensified due to the prevalence of a social 
custom known as Mahaprasad, which fostered 
a sense of mutual brotherhood among the 
Officials. This was disliked by the Government 
for it seemed to create small groups of vested 
interests among Oriya officers.'! Captain 
Sourin Brooke's note published in the Central 
Provinces Gazette on 21st July 1877 contained 
that the Oriyas of different castes bound 
themselves to one another in an offensive and 
defensive alliance which proved an effectual 
barrier to the identification and eradication of 
administrative evils.!2 The Police Department 
was also badly affected by it. The Government 
also observed that the Oriya language spoken 
in Sambalpur was purely a local dialect with a 
_ Considerable influence of Hindi, and the local 
people could easily understand Hindi. These 
considerations led the Chief Commissioner of 
the Central Province to declare on 15th January 
1895 that Oriya be replaced by Hindi as the 
official language of Sambalpur district. The 
members of Utkal Sabha presented a 
Memorandum protesting this policy which 
would disrupt Oriya identity.'* Their 
arguments need special study. 


1. Some years ago, before education had 
Made any progress in Orissa and while the 
Bengalee element was strong in the sub- 
ordinate, executive and judicial and even in 
the ministerial ranks of service to a grater 
€xtent than it was in 1895, it was proposed to 
introduce of Bengalee as the court and official 
language of Orissa. But after it had been 
€xposed long to the storm of controversy, the 
Oriya language held its own and its 
replacement was considered impolitic in the 
eyes of the officers of British India. One of 


en ae 


these officials, John Beames of the Civil 
Service, in referring to this controversy in his 
Comparative Grammar of the Modern Aryan 
Languages of India, wrote, "We are bound to 
fight tooth and nail against the Bengalee 
theory." By upholding the speech of land-folk 
and helping them to purify and improve it, they 
made it impossible for interested persons to 
establish any barrier between the free 
intercourse of all classes of society. 


2: The printing press had, since the date 
of the above controversy, rescued from 
oblivion much of what was valuable in Oriya 
literature while the advance of education had 
contributed a fresh stock to it. 


« 


3. During the above controversy not only 
the individuality of the Oriya language was 
established, but it was brought to public notice 
that the language retained the Sanskrit words 
for the names of things in daily household use 
and preserved the Sanskrit-like pronunciation 
of the alphabet. Oriya has also absorbed and 
assimilated a considerable number of words 
from the aboriginal languages in use among 
some of the hill tribes of Orissa and among 
some of the tribes residing in certain parts of 
the Madras presidency. 


4, The language of a race to be of any 
value must be an epitome of the principal 
events in the history of the race. Hence a 
language which retains everything ancient in 
it with a conservative tenacity while it adopts 


“and assimilates everything new, however 


foreign to its native genius, is superior to one 
which from the want of a love of conservatism 
sacrifices ancient words and forms to a4 
conventional abbreviation of vocabulary and 
pronunciation. 


5. While the Oriya language retains with 
ancient forms of the Aryan language, it has 
shown itself capable of absorbing and 
assimilating non-Aryan languages. 


6. The separate status of Oriya language 
was recognised by Bengalee residents of 
Orissa. 
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as Oriya continued to be the court and 
official languages of Orissa and the 
importance of maintaining it as such was also 
Tecognised by the Madras Government when 
that Government ruled that both Telugu and 


Oriya were to be the court language in the 
district of Ganjam. 


8. Government of Central Provinces had 
taken a different view of the importance of 


this language and had decided to abolish it in 
Sambalpur. 


10. The memorialists 


11. They begged to draw the attention ‘of 
y to Para-IV Of the Chief 


and opposed to their feelings should have been 
inaugurated with a view to punish the 
formation of cliques and family connections 
among officials. 


14. The Chief Commissioner's proposal i 
punish the people for corruption and abuse ‘ 
authority by the Officials being opposed i 
natural ideas of justice and rue 
unprecedented in the history of Brat 
administration in India, the resolution if 
question engendered a general dissatist i 
among the people and evoked journalis 
criticism. 

15, Ina country, where the people - 
ignorant, the integrity of officials ought ei 
Maintained by close supervision and vith 
Violation thereof ought to be punished na 
the utmost Severity for the least manifest 
of susceptability in an official to deviate f js 
the path of integrity and uprightnes” 
understood by an j gnorant people as a dem 
of Consideration for such deviation. 


in 
16. The history of the court language ! 


use in the district of Sambalpur as ie 
the second para of the Chief Commission. 
resolution showed that on a previous er 
the Oriya language was excluded from offi ¢ 
and court Tecord, but on the petition © W 
People the then Chief Commissioner all this 
It to remain Side by with the Oriya a 
System Continued til] 1866. 


jt 
A "eversion to the state of things I 
existed before 1865 would have obviate €0 
the difficulties Of transfer and interchane 
Officials enlarged upon in the resolution. 0 
the total ©xclusion of the Oriya language "sor 
Say the least disproportionately sever’ i 
Administrative necessity even if su“ 
Necessity did exist, 


ive 
+ otra! 
18. ag Matter of fact, such administ om 
Necessit 


. s ‘ 
€S not exist for it appear’ er 
the thi : i men 
ee Para of the Chief Session a 
Ution that Hindi is used officia 


Sl ae: 


a 
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considerable extent and a still larger number 
of officials are sufficiently familiar with for 
ordinary intercourse. 


19, Under these circumstances the officials 
Whose transfer from Sambalpur is an 
administrative necessity may be transferred to 
other districts as they are sufficiently familiar 
With Hindi or ordinary intercourse. _ 


20. On the reasoning of the Chief 
Commissioner as formulated in the concluding 
Portion of the third para of his resolution there 
Should not be any difficulty in getting officials 
» from other districts to take up the duties of 
those who may be transferred from Sambalpur 
for it appears that the Oriya used in the courts 
of Sambalpur has an admixture of Hindi in it; 
and if the Chief Commissioner believes 
‘people generally (of whom by far the greater 
Portion must be uneducated) find no difficulty 
IN picking up this language" the officials who 
May be transferred from other district to 
Sambalpur should have less difficulty in 
Picking up such a language. 

21. From the commencement of British 
tule in India it has been the settled policy of 
the rulers to leave to every race the use of its 
language, religion and even unreasonable local 
Customs, which owing to their prevalence 
through ages, have been endeared to the people 
and the benign British Government has not like 
the Chief Commissioner of Central Provinces 
disposed of the wishes of the people as 
Sentimental feelings deserving nothing more 
than a formal expression of sympathy. 


22. It has always been the aim of the 


British Government to. introduce a free _ 


Intercourse between the ruling and the subject 
"aces of India with a view that the former may 

“come familiar with what the Chief 
Commissioner calls merely the sentimental 
feelings of the people, and to this end various 
Means have been suggested and tried. 


23. _ The ignorance of the language of a 
Subject races of India has always been 


a 


Cis > 


considered one of the chief barriers to the 
necessary acquaintance with the feelings of the 
people and every encouragement has been 
given to an acquisition by officials of the 
languages of the country which they are 
appointed to administer. 


24. The London Times in its issue of 10th 
November 1858 while dwelling on this above 
subject wrote as follow : "The Traditional 
Nabab who was supposed to have with all his 
wealth a miserable conscience and a diseased 
liver and the more recent Old Indian who came 
home generally a bachelor to end his days 
among expectant relatives could speak with 
the natives and therefore sympathized with 
them more than the cadet who in those days 
of the overland route goes to India scarcely 
feeling that he has left England and who counts 
the weeks till he shall obtain furlough or leave 
the country for ever. It is surely a curious result 
of bringing England nearer to India; that, it 
should be the means of severing the English 


man from the native of widening the vast gulf . 


that separates the European from the Indian, 
yet such is the fact and it is to our ignorance 
of the native dialects, it is to this want of 
intercourse which ignorance involves that we 
must in a great measure attribute the 
tremendous surprise with which we had to face 
the mutiny of last year." 


29% In order to facilitate the acquirement 
of the native dialect it was at one time proposed 
to substitute for the complicated Oriental 
alphabets. the Roman letters, but even this 
innovation which involved a change of 
alphabet only without interference with the 
dialect was not authoritatively enforced, 
though the change was proposed by statesmen 
like Sir Charles Trevelyan and Sir Henry. 
Prinsep and was supported by the Times,. The 
London Review and the Globe. 


26. The proposed change of the alphabets 
did not meet with favour from those who had 
the administration of the country in their hands 


‘ 
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and it was eventually decided to preserve the 
various alphabets atleast as "monuments of: 


human ingenuity and as such should be 
respected." 


PL: This innovation did not meet with 


’ favour from the authorities in more recent 


times and this is evident from the fact that the 
High Court of Calcutta ina circular order dated 
18th August 1881 discontinued the practice 
of recording evidence in Romanized 
vernacular which evidently had obtained in 
Some courts; and in still more recent times the 
substitution of the Devanagari alphabet for the 
Kayathi in Bihar was not allowed. by His 
Honour, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 


28. The change decided upon by the Chief 
Commissioner of the Central Provinces is 
opposed to the policy of Non-interference with 


the language of a People which has been 
followed by the rulers in the 
present. 


29. The change Proposed to be introduced 
by the Chief Commissioner was Suggested by 
the head of the local Police, 


30. Toresolve upon such 
unusual change on the r 
Inspector-General 0 
ignorance on. the 

Commissioner of the t 
less unpopular attem 
Indian alphabets rece 
authorities, though it i 


an important and 


Provinces, 


To deprive a peo 
mother tongue is the. 


and is yet unknown even j 
form of Government. 


32. 


Past and in the © 


See 


jon 
though it is the language of a very small ee 
of the population under that Government. 


ion of 
33. The other evil which the mene 
the Oriya language is intended to remo 
the local custom of Mahaprasad. 


34.  Mahaprasad means the offerings a 
to Lord Jagannatha at Puri, and any two Hi tract 
anxious to be friends to one another “aie 
such friendship by a ceremony of meee 
present of Mahaprasad which on bere, 
its sanctity impresses the parties "te 
solemnity of the ceremony and this is pre 
to render the tie of friendship indissolu 


3 the 
35. As appears from his resol 
Chief Commissioner of the Central Prov Bs 
believes that under the custom in On 0 
of different castes bind themselves i 
another in an offensive and defensive @ em 
which though originally designed as > eect! 
of friendship has certainly proved ane" ¢ 
barrier to the discovery and remé 
administrative evils. 


by 
36. If the’ friendship formed the 
Mahaprasad be an effectual bate 2 ul 
discovery and removal of administra off 
it should have been so in Orissa where he iv 
of Mahaprasad has his temple and mails: 
“ustom has its origin and largely preV"”” jot 
as a matter of fact the custom iss 
manifested any of these evil effects a roll 
and the Chief Commissioner's bel ief = foul! , 
cvil effects in Orissa will on enquitY 
altogether delusive and unfounded. 
37, 


t 
oud! 9 
; The memorialists have 00 4 9 | 
interes 


t may furnish motives ' oe 
combine to defeat the aims of justic® swe, 
interest May arise from relationshiP "je t 
rom friendship whether Mahapras# 
basis of such friendship or not. 


n 
se UP ibe ‘broiienoad cement 
Mahaprasaq be abused and tumne om? 


so 
: ; n 3 

Otfensive ang defensive alliances. the fe 
to be effect 


Ual must aim at remov!" 


“py 
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ideas and prejudices of the people with regard 
to Mahaprasad and not at changing the 
language of the people and the latter measure 
will be no more effectual in removing the evil 
than the exclusion of the English language 
from the lodges of free masons prevent 
unworthy members of that noble fraternity-to 
make their brotherhood the basis of an alliance 
for the accomplishment of some unworthy 
object. 


39. The exclusion of Oriya from the court 
and official records would not exclude it from 
the friendly intercourse between Mahaprasad 
friends and the measures adopted by the Chief 
Commissioner would not be handed down to 
Posterity as a wise and effectual remedy. 


By these potent arguments the 
President of Utkala Sabha in that memorial 
hoped that the unusual and arbitrary measure 
adopted by the Chief Commissioner would not 
be allowed to take effect. This memorial in 
Various points sufficiently asserted Oriya's 
identity when it was about to be disrupted by 
Sudden outside pressure. j 


IV 


Madhusudan Das was an important Leader of 
the Utkala Sabha in the 1880s and 90s. His 
Voice was also powerful in the Utkala Sabha 
in the first decade of the 20th century A.D. As 
a member and president of this association 
Madhusudan took interest on the pressing 
Problem of the union of the different Oriya- 
Speaking tracts under the Bengal Government 
and in this connection his discussion with the 
Missionary Howell was very remarkable. His 
letter to Howell on 26th/28th January 1904 in 
this respect deserves proper notice. 14 In that 
letter Madhusudan as a member of the 
association demanded the unification of Oriya- 
Speaking tracts under Bengal and not with the 
Central Provinces or Bihar. Gokulananda 
Chaudhury, an ardent Oriya nationalist, had 
then developed an opinion to the effect that it 
Was to the advantage of Orissa to be under the 


<ai> 


central province administration. 15 He was also 
supported by some Oriyas, but they changed 
their views and accepted the stand of 
Madhusudan.'® Madhusudan's potent 
arguments on behalf of the Orissa Association 
reflected the intense activities of the Sabha to 
highlight Oriya problems. His version has been 
summed up in the following manner. 


The interests of the country do not 
mean the interests of a handful of educated 
men, pleaders and clerks who are for the 
Central Provinces. This class imagines that the 
advantages to be secured to them are in the 
shape of honours, better appointments and less 
keen competition in the lucrative professions. 
These advantages are imaginary, because there 
are Bengalee pleaders, Bengalee officers in the 
Central Provinces. You cannot by any means 
keep away the bengalees. There can be no 
legislation to keep them out of Orissa, so that 
we shall have bengalees all the same and the 
Marathas who are the more astute 
administrators. xxxx It must be known to you 
that the tenantry of the-Central Provinces are 
the most oppressed on account of the heavy 
land revenue assessment there. Orissa is 
herself a poor province, her alliance with a 
richer province like Bengal is sure to be to her 
advantage. History, the principles of 
Commerce and political economy tell us that 
in the administrative alliance of a richer nation 
with a poor nation the latter is benefitted. As 
a matter of fact there are about 40000 Oriyas 
working in Calcutta along and when we add 
to this the large number who work in the mills 
and other centres is an established trade 
between Orissa and Bengal. It is not easy to 
divert this channel, surely it cannot be done 
by a resolution and public meeting or even by 
an order of Government. Add to this the want 
of facilities of communication between Central 
Provinces and orissa. There is no doubt that 
one of the results of the alliance of two 
provinces for administative Purposes is the 
gradual development of uniformity in the laws 


~ the States in Oris 


of a administ 
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of the two places. The less advanced nation 
gradually assimilates the life and thoughts of 
their more advanced neighbour. There has 
been the result of the contact between Bengal 
and Orissa in the past. Not a year passes but 
the judicial decisions of the High Court extend 
to Orissa same principles regulating the 
relation of landlord and tenant of Bengal. 
Homogeneity of conditions of life is the 
inevitable evental result of association. A 
march in this direction is natural and all 


Civilised legislation aims at helping this natural 
tendency of man. 


History abounds with instances where 
two communities originally governed by 
remarkably divergent laws have in the course 
of time come to have a uniform code. There 
are Tributary States in Orissa, Every thoughtful 
well-wisher of Orissa believes that the future 
prospects of Orissa lie in the material and 
educational advancement of these states. There 
are similar states in Central Provinces, but they 
are feudatory states and the great difference 
between the two classes of states in that while 
Sa pay a permanently fixed 
sh Government, the tributes 
in the Central Provinces are 
ment and have been enhanced 


tribute to the Briti 
paid by the States 
liable to enhance: 


‘with the increase of the re 


entals of these States. 
I should not like to place the Tributary States 
of Orissa under -an latered state of 
administration where there is a chance of their 
losing their privileges of a permanently fixed 
tribute. The condition of the ryot should. be 
Most prominently kept in view in the selection 
tation. The ryot is the backbone 
n. He feeds the Pleaders anq 
Tevenue out of which 


of ‘the natio 
supplies the Deput 
Magistrates as 
is yoked 
Provinces ? 


; The early Revenue Settlement of 
Orissa 


Ssa was made under the Same regulation 
which secured to Bengal the Secret of its 


OO 


" N€cessitate an additional taxation of S4 


wealth and prosperity the perma 
settlement. The solemn and unease 
promises of a permanent settlement to i? 
are contained in the Bengal ie oles 
they are the pegs on which influential an ‘ 
Sir W.W. Hunter, the Hon'ble Reyno * an 
newspaper like "The Times of London hang 
public bodies have from time to Oe eos a 
their arguments and had appeal e fot 
redemption of Government promis att) 
permanent settlement in Orissa. No other P é 
of the British Indian Empire onion the 
privilege of a permanent settlement a 0 
Bengal Code alone contains the legislat! 0 
this permanent settlement. But if we iM 
to go to the Central Provinces we canno x 
with us this lex loci. We must be Pen 
bid adieu to all hopes of a pene vat 
settlement and must go prepared for ‘reaviel 
settlements of shorter duration and pet? 
enhancements than Orissa has our 
experienced. The poverty of Orissa © canals 
with the annual loss in the inrigat end? 
Makes a union with a rich province like al 
highly desirable. The rich revenues of et the 
attend a means of adjustment to my he 
annual loss on account of irrigation ill 
‘ransfer of Orissa to the Central provin® Kind 
this 
on the people of Orissa to provide 


Tie 
annual loss on account of Orissa ca" owitl 
Central Provinces have not an ove a 


an : 
exchequer to Meet this fresh demand joo" 


fo 
Can as reasonable expect the Central P ine 
to pay this ann 


ual debt as ask a man oft ne 
to accept as his partner in a solvent é oft 
one Who comes to him with heavy i wil 
debts. I believe honestly that partners” he 
Bengal is the most advantageo™ je? 
interests Of the people of Orissa. BY P fae e 
Orissa I do nt mean a few pleaders t af fi 
spirants for titles and honours nigh 


. s Y 
Candidates for employment in the ut ni 
Srades of the G 


ice- yf? 
é Overnment ServiC*" ng 
tkal nation in which I include 4 
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permanent residents of Orissa, whatever their 
race, nationality or religion. 


This bold statement of Madhusudan as 

a member of the Orissa Association indicates 
the nature of Oriya identity which the 
Association was articulating then. The 
formation of the Utkala Union Conferénce in 
1903 and its continual focus of Oriya problems 
in the annual session led to a gradual decline 
of the Sabha. The real decline of this Sabha 
started after the annual session of 17th 
February 1909 when Government scholarships 
for law students proved an apple of discord.” 
The relation between Oriyas and the domiciled 
Bengalees was very much strained in that 
session. In the annual session of 1910 there 
was the presentation of new set of rules for 
membership.'* In that session Gokulananda 
Chaudhury proposed that those permanent 
residents of Orissa who had no houses in other 
provinces and who had equal right with the 
- Oriyas would only be the members of the 
Sabha." The proposal was also supported by 
Rasabehari Mishra. This proposal led to the 
factional conflict. The proposal was rejected 
by many members in a meeting of the Sabha 
on 4th March 1910.2° A new rule was accepted 
by which any person who had property in 
Orissa or contact with Orissa would be a 
member of the Sabha. Madhusudan Das who 
was the president of the Sabha for many years 
resigned from the post on 8th May 1910. In 
his place Janakinath Bose became the 
President. Madhusudan left the membership 
of the Association in April 1912 on the 
question of tenancy rule.” There were 105 
Members of the Sabha in 1912 out of which 
84 were Oriyas.2 Among them Ray Narayan 
Chandra Nayak, Sudam Charan Nayak, 
Brajasundar Das, Biswanath Kar, Mahant of 
Emarnath, Mahant of Kothpada, Mahant of 


Gopaljeo Math Cuttack, Pareswar Mahanty, ° 


Chaudhury Krittibas Das, Chaudhury Jayaram 
Das, Narasimha Charan Praharaj, Gopal 


Chandra Praharaj, Nilakantha Das, Harihar 
Das, Gopabandhu Das, and Pandit Govinda 
Rath.*4 Despite its continual existence the 
Sabha had no important role in this phase; on 
the other hand its decline has béen clear from 
the language of the letter of Madhusudan Das 
on his resignation.” In that letter Madhusudan 
highlighted the significant role of the Sabha 
but he was quite unhappy about the debates of 
Oriyas and Domiciled Bengalees, which was 
not an element for the articulation of Oriya 
identity.” 
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Life and Times of 


Bea ev 
Maharaja Shri Krishna Chandra Gaj apati Narayan D 


RC. Misro 


5 at 
i i iy ndra Gajap' 
The following is a brief account of the eventful career of Maharaja Shri Krishna Cha 
Narayan Dev and his times. 


26 April, 1892 - 


1902 


4 Feb., 1904 


1905 


17 July, 1909 


Sept., 1912 - 
26 April, 1913 - 
15 May, 1913 


9 June, 1913 


Dec., 1913 


ani 
‘ ‘ Radham 
A’son was born to Shri Gaura Chandra Gajapati and peek palace 
Devi at 10.45 PM on the new moon night (amavasya) in the Gaj 

of Parlakhemidi. 


South Orissa Associ 


Jd 
ing was he 
"The ation" was started and the first meeting 

at Berhampur under the 


ajagu 
Presidentship of Shri Shyama a atte d 
Shri Rajaguru was specifically entrusted with this work by : Associatio” 
friend Maharaja Gaura Chandra Gajapati. The South Orissa 


ts 
+g trac 
; riya-speaking 
Ploneered the demand of the amalgamation of the Oriya-sp 

under one administration, # 


Death of Shri Padmana 

Gajapati at the age of 3 

because of his handso iapati al 
; aja 

Death of Shri Gaura Chandra Gajapati, the father of Shri K.C. Gal 

the age of 38. . 


KC 
Shri BY 
bha Narayana Dev, the paternal uncle of 


ah 
qhara) 

2. He was otherwise called as "Chandra M 

me Personality, 


is collet 
Shri K.C, Gajapati returned from Madras after the completion of ht 
education, 


ir, of 

as ao 
~ to 'Utkal Sahitya Samaj’ 8 
ony, “® 

J fi 

to the 'Satyabadi oa sp 
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of Shri K.C. Gajapati and observed the various developmental works in the 
Parlakhemidi Zamindary. 

28 Jan.,1914. - Marriage of Shri K.C. Gajapati with Princess Nalini Devi, the daughter of 
Shri Mahendra Narayana Singh Deo, Raja of Kharswan (now in Bihar), a 
prominent Oriya feudatory state. , 

30 Aug., 1914 - Madras Governor Lord Pentland wrote a letter to Shri K.C. Gajapati 
expressing his satisfaction with the administration of Parlakhemidi 
Zamindary. 

1914 - Shri K.C. Gajapati donated rupees one lakh to the Madras Governor's War 
Fund and Rs.50,000/- to the Imperial Fund. . 

26-27 Dec.,71914- The tenth session of Utkal Union Conference was organised at Parlakhemidi 
by Shri K.C. Gajapati. Shri Vikram Dev Varma, Raja of Jeypur in the Koraput 
District presided over this session and Mr. M.S. Das was the principal figure 
there. He eulogised the Maharja K.C. Gajapati for his organising ability, for 
the success of the conference and for his patriotism. It is to be noted that the 
Maharaja (then young Raja) spent more than Rs.10,000/- for organising 
this session and was first attracted towards the Oriya cause. 


as - Shri K.C. Gajapati held a responsible post as honorary Commissioner of 
the Land Forces. 
te _ Shri K.C. Gajapati received the title of "Rajah Saheb" which was made 


hereditary in 1922. Then in 1936, he was Maharaja’. The title of K.C.LE. 


was also conferred upon him. 

i K.C. Gajapati strongly urged for a separate Orissa Province after . 
ya-speaking tracts when the Philip & Duff Committee 
It is tobe noted that the Government of India appointed 
isting of Mr. C.L. Philip, the then Political Agent, 


in 1924 a Committee cons 
Orissa State, and Mr. A.C. Duff, the then Collector of Vizagapatam to enquire 
inion in the areas concerned. 


and ascertain the popular op! 


1928 _ The Central Government appointed him as a member of the Royal: 
Agricultural Commission (Lord Linlithgow Commission) of 1928 and his 


opinions were always heard with respect. 
- Shri K.C. Gajapati contested the election to the Madras Legislative Assembly 
from the Ganjam constituency, and won. 


12 Nov., 1930 - Shri K.C. Gajapati represented Orissa in the 1st Round Table Conference 
in London and placed the demand for a Separate Orissa Province and this 


conference had its sittings upto 19th January, 1931. 


l6J an., 1931 - Shri Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State, announced at the close of the first 
Round Table Conference that Orissa would enter into the future set of India 


Government as a separate entity. 


_a>- 


2Nov., 1924 - Shr 
amalgamating all Ori 
visited Parlakhemidi. 


1930 
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i - irmanship 
18 Sept., 1931 - |The Government of India appointed a Committee under the Chairma 


issa 
of Sir S.P.O' Donnell, for the determination of the boundary of Ori 
province. 


P . . ‘Wingdon at 
17 Sept., 1932 - A committee Jed by Shri K.C. Gajapati met the Viceroy Lord Willing! 
Simla and championed the cause of Oriyas. 


‘ i Jagan 
Raja Ramachandra Mardaraj of Khallikote with his Secretary, Shri Jag 


n to 
Mohan Patnaik, left Madras on 17th November, 1932 for Lone 
Participate in the Third Round Table Conference which took place 

the period from November 17th to December 24th, 1932. 

It is a historic day for Oriya peo 
Sir Samuel Hoare declared 
would be a separate State. 
31 Dec., 1932 - Shr 

u 


17 Nov., 1932 - 


24 Dec., 1932 - 


tate, 

ple, as on this day, the Secretary st i 
in the Third Round Table Conference tha 

i K.C. Gajapati sent a tel 

tged the latter to make all 

Proposed province of Orissa 


A O f 
Shri K.c, Gajapati participated in the Third Round Table Conferen?? a 
London and Stressed 


nly’ 
; : Pe e UI 
fora Separate Orissa Province after re-uniting th 
Speaking areas. \ 


vote and 
€gram to the Raja Saheb of ae 
efforts for inclusion of Parlakhemun 


12 Jan., 1933 - 


12 Feb., 1933 - 
13 Feb., 1933 - 


1933 


13 Aug., 1933 - 


3 Feb., 1934 


1 April, 1936 - 


1 April, 1937 - Provincia] 


Was accorded 


» 1935. Sir Jo 


e wi Ie 
to Orissa in accordance ya 
i istry and Shri 


it John Hubback invited the Me 
Gorachand Patnaik and Latifur R ee So 


+ wate 
ahman as members of the Cab! 7 


ts 
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July, 1937 - Shri K.C. Gajapati's Ministry had to resign due to inevitable circumstances 
93 i i apati 

; 8 - Shri K.C. Gajapati became a member of the Indo-British Trade Negotiation. 
Nov., 1941 - A coalition ministry was formed in Orissa with Shri K.C.Gajapati as the 


Chief Minister, and Pandit Godavarish Misra and Moulavi Subhan Khan as 
the two other ministers. ; 


1941-42 - He was nominated as a member of the Indian Defence Council in the years 
1941-42. 
30 June, 1943 - Shri K.C. Gajapati brought a Bill in the Legislative Assembly for the 


establishment of Utkal University with the full cooperation of the then 
Education Minister, Pandit Godavarish Misra. The University was 
inaugurated on 27th November 1943. 

r the name of ‘Orissa Parliamentary Party' was formed 
h Misra as President and Shri Dibakar Patnaik as the 
litical differences among the members of 


May, 1944 - Anew party unde 
with Pandit Godavaris 
Secretary, which resulted in the po 

Cabinet headed by Shri K.C. Gajapati. ; 

June, 1944 _ Shri K.C. Gajapati resigned from the office of Chief Ministership of the 

province and the Governor of Orissa took charge of the administration of 

the province. ; 

The 78th bir 

Parlakhemundi was celebrated. 

Death of Shri K.C. Gajapati at Parlakhemidi at the age of 82. 


17 April, 1969 thday of Shri K.C. Gajapati Narayan Deo, the Maharaja of 


25 May, 1974 


R.C. Misro is Reader, P.G. Department of History, Berhampur University, Berhampur - 760007 . 


PEDESTRIANS TO KEEP TO THE RIGHT 


Difficulties are experienced by people as both vehicles and pedestrians 
keep to the left on the road. Pedestrians usually fail to notice vehicles 
coming from behind. In order to prevent such situations, a change 
has been brought about by the Transport Department. Henceforth, 


pedestrians would keep to the right and vehicles would keep to the . 
Idren aware of this, it has been included 


t for the students of class-II. 


left. In order to make the chi 
in page 8 of Samajika Patha mean 


pe, ORISSA REVIEW # APRIL # 2001 


Where Adam Delves and Eve Spins 


The Adivasis of Orissa 


Offsprings of Immortals : this is the title of a 
major novel by the eminent Jnanpith award 
winning novelist from Orissa, Gopinath 
Mohanty, on the life of the Kondhs, a major 
Adivasi tribe of Orissa. The felicitous epithet, 
which harks back to a w 


ell-known verse in 
the Svetasvataropanishad must have naturally 


he observed these 


inal inhabitants of the 


"gin and habitat they 
are variously designated as Adimajati 
(primitive Castes), Janajati (folk 
communities 


), Girijana ( 
(forest dwellers), etc, OWevVer, these Names 
do not bring out their e: 


of primal inn 


Orissa has one of the largest 
Concentrations of tri 
whole Country (22.13 
199] Census). In con 


B. Das 


theif 
from all other in many respects, 


distinctive features being clan or: ganisation 
territorial exogamy, classless social oval art, 
youth dormitory, colourful rituals.and a 
music and dance. The 62 tribes in eo an 
in their size, degree of onapree 
€conomic patterns. While the erically 
numbering around nine lakh are num amon 
the largest inthe state, the Santals are int 
the three largest and advanced pees, 
country. The major tribes living in cond 
the Santals, Oraons, Gonds and e found 
Although many of the Adivasi tribes yuan 
in other parts of the country, the dis 2 
Bhuyans, Saoras, Bondas and Bathu nities 
exclusive to Orissa. The tribal com social 
are in various stages of economic ‘eveloP® 
development Starting with the least de ative’? 
Bondas and ending with the comp sveride 
advanced Santals, the spectrum © ile 
seminomadic to semiurban conditions. uti 
a few tribes like the Lanjia Saoras ol piav? 
Kondhs are entirely primitive, the San 


a high degree of acculturation. call 


Yond 
a 
ple, working to gather oft! 
ed in agriculture whic i i 
© level or may be in some oat PY 
cir work is usually of subst allt 
divasis may not be the ve ee 
men, for they have to dig and ie the 
SOW or Spin and weave; 2... af 


Most tribal people are baS 
Working peo 
fuel or enga 
at a primitiy 
Craft. Th 
The A 
gentle 
and 


1 0 
Uncomplicated Adamic approach vil ' i 
the basic human virtues which cons! i 
hallm 


iS 
j ark of their integrated culture 
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een 


emulation, if feasible, by our acquisitive 
society. 


Language and Literature 


The Adivasi languages belong to three 
main language groups, namely Dravidian, 
Austric/Munda and Indo-Aryan. Under the 
Dravidian group are: Gondi, Konda, Kui, 
Kuvi-Kondh, Kisan, Koya, Kolami, Naiki, 
Oraon, Ollar (Gadaba), Pengo and Parji. The 
Austric-Munda group includes Bhumij, 
Birhor, Bonda, Didayi, Gadaba, Juang, Ho, 
Kharia, Korku, Koda, Parenga and Mundari. 
To the Indo-Aryan group belong Bathudi, 
Bhatri, Bhuyan, Jharia, Desia, Kurmali, Halbi, 
Sadri and Saonti. Recent linguistic research 
has established that these are languages, not 
dialects. They have been used orally but 
writing systems have been devised for Santali, 
Saora, Ho and Kui in which school textbooks 
have been prepared to facilitate learning 
through the mothertongue. 


Tribal literature is by and large folk 
literature of the oral tradition comprising 
songs, tales, myths, proverbs, riddles and 
invocations. The tribal community has a song 
for almost every occasion conveying their 
changing group emotions and sentiments and 
describing community life situations and the 
seasonal changes. Though oral and free from 
conscious efforts, the songs may at times 
embody some noble sentiment too, for 
example : 


Abare manbe 
Batare manbe 


(Let all be happy: let all live in peace) 


This Kondh song embodies the 
sentiment of the Upanishadic hymn, Sarve 
bhavantu sukhinah: Let all be happy: Santali 
has some written literature. This has been 
brought to the ken of the modern reader 1n 
several volumes of written presentations by 
Dr..Sitakanta Mahapatra who has also 
translated the Santal Bakhens or invocation 


Cs> 


songs into English for the interested readers. 
Pandit Raghunath Murmu, who invented the 
Ol Chiki script for Santali, through two of his 
major plays Kherwal Bir and Bidu Chandan 
has well interpreted the Santal tradition and 
culture. 


Social Organisation 


The most fascinating feature of the 
Adivasis is their social system and its 
organisation. The traditional Adivasi society 
with its standard pattern of tribe, sub-tribe and 
clan is a cohesive unit in which the community 
spirit is dominant. It is this inter-personal, face- 
to-face relationship that endows them with a 
sense of belonging. Tribes like the Saoras, 
Kondhs, Gonds and Santals have spread out 
into wide areas with the result that, sub-tribes 
have been formed claiming an independent 
cultural identity as with the Kutia, Dongria and 
Desia Kondhs, the Lanjia Saoras of Pultasing 
and the Sudh Saoras of the coastal discricts, 
the plain Bondas and the hill Bondas. Each of 
these groups has developed and nurtured its 
own style of economic activity, social 
organisation and cycles of rites and rituals for 
separate identity. 

The clan is the bigger unit and its 
number varies from tribe to tribe. The Juangs, 
Santals, Kondhs, Gadabas and Parajas are well 
known for their exogamous patrilineal totemic 
clan organisation. The Juangs have as many 
as 24 clans which have totemic names that are 
given after objects, trees, and food grains 
which point to a common ancestry and 
attitudes of reverence to the ancestors which 
act as acultural bond among them. The Saoras 
however, have an extended family auileat 
birinda descended from a common ancestor 
and not a clan system. A Saora woman unlike 
other women of other tribes continues to 
belong to her father's family after marriage and 
not to her husband's clan. 


The main organising principle of the 
Adivasi Society is kinship with little 
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‘stratification embracing both consaguineal and 
affinal groups who use both classificatory and 
descriptive terms in their modes of address. 
The emphasis is placed on the unilineal 
principle, generation and age. The Adivasis 


accept inheritance and authority through the 
male line. 


The growing-up socialization process 
of the Adivasis is extremely interesting, 
consisting as it does of Practices that regulate 
life in a complex manner. The rites of passage 
comprising birth, puberty, marriage and death 
play a very important role in tribal society for 
which initiation and training are provided 
carefully. It is these Tites that are introduced 
through youth dormitaries variously called 
Majang (Juang), Dindaghar (Kondh), 
Dhangrabasa (Bhuyan) or Ingerson (Bonda). 
The dormitory is a large hut closed on three 
sides and open in the front. It is used for 
training the youth in dancing aS Well as for 
holding village councils for discussing and 
deciding important matters concerning the 


village or communal welfare. The Presiding 
functionaries in th 


e€ village council are the 
headman and the priest. The former, variously 
called Naik (Juang), Pradhan (Bhuyan), 
Gomango (Saora), Majhi (Saonta), Mz 
(Ho), Budrik (G 
matters while t 
(Bhuyan), Boita(J 
(Oraon), Janj ( 
decisions On relj 


inda 
adaba)decides the secular 
he latter called Dehury 
uang), Buya (Saora), Kartha 
Kondh) is responsible for 
gious and Spiritual matters, 

Alongwith the h 


like the Juangs, Bhuyan, Gonds and Oraons 
~ , _ inter-village ¢, the head 
which is the hea Bt 


dman of the Most j 
i t im 
village usually a Tespectable Person of . Boot 
experience. This council deals 8 and 


: : With j 

village disputes and Other S Bethains a 
to the village as an entity, not individuals 3 
most matters the decisions are accepteg a 


Matter. 


implemented successfully. But this system 7 
now under stress owing to the introduction 0 
the modern Panchayat system often disturbing 
and dislocating the ancient ways of life. 


Marriage System 


The Adivasi marriage system is i 
particular interest as it throws light on ¢ $ 
evolution of the system which biowee’ 
Practices like winning of the bride by a 
purchase, service to the parent, elopement é 
Negotiation. In course of time the system e 
negotiation has come to receive Series: 
Payment in various forms is made for ee 
Price but with modernization the dowry a 
has come into vogue. The marriage ie 
now performed in the bride's house instea n 
the groom's house. Prescriptive in 
preferential Marriages with materna is 
Paternal uncle's son or daughter Bee 
among Dravidian Adivasi communities Rie 
the Kondhs. Adult marriage is the iH it 
Practice among certain tribes to a as 
Prestige and importance. Multiple Win ae 
With the Saoras, helps in sharing and reduc! 
the burden of labour. Clan exogany oe 
observed by most tribes and even Vil ita 
xOgamy by some of them. Extra" is 
Telationship is not approved by the Ad! 
and is not of common occurrence either 
Religion 


ity 
The religion of the tribal comm" i 
's the resultant of traditions and beliefs be 
©me down to them from antiquity: he 
Adivasis like the Hindus are polytheists tor 
ty, who is believed to be the “yn 

is a mythical figure, under ofte” 
there are a number of gods and goddess? 
Malignant in dispensation. 


as 

3 ries 
The Adivasis rely on the village? im 
to please ang Propitiate their gods at Mood 


of sickness, Pestilence or for the yield os ef 
crops and healthy livestock and good PI? sic 
Life crisis ri 


oy? 
ites of different types eed 


: - : $ 
community rites like sowing of 


Weir 
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harvesting of ‘crops, eating of the first corn, 
the performance of seasonal festivals like Guar 
(Saora), Gohar(Gadaba), Push Punei (Juang), 
Kedu (Kondh), Karam (Oram), Chait Parab 
(Bonda), Magh Parab (Santal), other 
community rites, ancestral rites, occult 
Practices are decided upon by the village 
priest. The influence of Christian and Hindu 
religions is seen in the celebration of Christian 
festivals like Easter, Good Friday and 
Christmas and Hindu festivals like Raja, 
Gamha Purnima, Durga Puja and Laxmi Puja 
and the worship of Lord Jagannath (originally 
a Savara deity), Shiva and Parvati. Their 
religion which exhibits features of animism, 
animalism, anthropomorphism, nature- 
worship, fetishism, ancestor-worship is under 
the control, guidance and supervision of the 
Village. 


Art and Crafts 


Tribal art is entirely folk art; it is the 
concern of every common man and woman in 
the community and does not admit of 
improvisation by an expert, the traditional 


architecture of the tiny tribal houses, gable or 


dome-shaped, has an eye-catching appeal of 
its own. The houses of the Santal and Ho tribes 
have their walls decorated in pretty colours 


and painted with figures of animals, birds and — 


flowers. The doors of the Kondh houses are 
skilfully carved with traditional figurines. The 
Saora ikons drawn on their walls are highly 
appreciated. 


Tribal crafts are simple and artistic. 

The common items of manufacture are 
baskets, head dresses, textiles, combs, 
necklaces, bangles, earrings and articles with 
artistic speciality for use by tribal 

‘ Communities. Tribal art depicts the beauty and 
simplicity of their life. The continuity of tribal 
culture through the past, present and future 1s 


also maintained through tribal art. 


Dance and Music 


Dance and music constitute an integral 
Part of Adivasi life and are a permanent source 


of enjoyment and recreation. Every tribe has 
its unique pattern of dance and song, although 
some characteristic features are common to all. 
The musical instruments used for 
accompaniment are all indigenous: percussion 
instruments of different shapes and sizes like 
badakatha (large drum), dhola (small drum), 
madala and changu(tambourines) and several 
types of string instruments and wind 
instruments, flute, gong and clapper. While 
both men and women, old and young 
participate in the dance, the orchestra is 
invariably put up by the male members only. 


Adivasi dances and songs are all 
communal activities, there being neither an 
expert teacher, nor an individual professional 
dancer or singer. Still the unique artistry 
pertaining to them is unmistakable. To a 
sensitive observer of dances, the forms, lines 
and movements of the dancers whether in 
small or large groups, the patterns both visual 
and auditory intertwine with deeper meanings, 
mythical and ritualistic, with which the dances 
are associated. The dancers move and sway, 
bend forward and backward in lines, arches, 
semicircles and circles, their life force 
vibrating to the rhythm of the music and 
responding in unison to the large forces of the 
universe with the starlit or moonlit dome above 
their heads and Mother Earth under their feet. 
The Adivasi songs are as simple as their life, 
and imbued with a depth of meaning 
assocaited with their life: 


My beloved, 
You have become a rare commodity; 


‘I never see you, 


You remain hidden like yams 
Ambushed in dense green, leaves. 
You have become camphor 
Which you never see, 

And the next moment 

Only feel but see no more. 


~ tr. S.K. Mahapatra 


27> 


r-— ORISSA REVIEW # APRIL # 2001 


Economic Life 


The economic life of the Adivasis 


exhibits different Stages of development. There 
are the practitioners of 
of food gatherin 


(Birhors, Hill Kharias). Some tribes like the 


€ the Santals 
by hunting and 


The Ko 
Malkangiri are t 


em for which 


they are adopti living, 


ng other ways of 


Vators, Worshj 
Associated deities and makj 


cleaning the patch before summer, 
accumulation of logs, bushes, en if 
patch, burning of the same on a suitable day 
fixed by the priest, cleaning the patch before 
the rainy season, hoeing and sowing of i, 
tending and weeding, keeping a watch ont ‘ 
crops against destruction by wild animals an 
Other intruders, and gathering the one 
threshing and Storing the grains vas 
merrymaking by the participants in 6 
Operations under the guidance of the het to 
the family who distributes work accordiths 
the strength and ability of the partic is 
After using a patch of land for comet 
abandoned and another is sought out. * al 
Practice leads to soil erosion and ecole 
degradation, but being a part of a total oe 
life efforts to change their practice ee the 
Succeeded much. It is hoped that will i 
Spread of relevant education and mae 
Other productive Occupations the system rid 
wane. Adivasis are now migrating to indus 
and mining areas for Skilled and uns 
and the principle of job reservation ie: 
23% in Orissa — js helping them to modealy 
themselves and improve their enone. 
Standards. This trend is prominently 10" tal, 
among the advanced tribes like the sani 
Oraon, Ho, Munda and Kisan. Bul in 
Modernisation Process has not succee sit 
either uprooting them from their natural v ti 
n the dense forests and hills or in a 
them from the simple, deeply cohesive if 
Or te that tu ‘sq’ naturel to Ke as 
Modernisation has to be done, the process oh 
to be carefully thought about ange pot 
8PProaches have to be made as Wi 
Produce Cultura] disorientation. 


f 
- ep" 
© Bidhubhusan Das was formerly 5° 10! 
fessor in English. He was also the Prine pli¢ 


Ravenshaw College, and Director © 
Instruction, Orissa 


Lat 
Pro 


Source : Orissa Review, April 1998 
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The Bishnois of Orissa 


The Bishnois (literally, twenty-niners in Hindi) 
are distributed over Barmer, Jodhpur and 
Jaisalmer districts of Rajasthan and parts of 
Haryana and Punjab. The Bishnois are 
enjoined by religious tradition to abide by a 
Set of 29 principles, eight among them being 
the obligation to preserve biodiversity and 
encourage good animal husbandry. These 
'nclude a ban on killing of all animals and 
felling green trees and providing protection to 
all life forms (Sharma, 1999). Among the 
Species which the Bishnois consider sacred are 
the Khejri trees, the peafowl and certain other 
Categories of wildlife like the blackbuck, 
chinkara and the nilgai (Gadgil, 1998). In 1737 

D, as many as 363 Bishnois, including 
Women and children, from Khejerli and 
adjoining areas sacrificed their lives, to protect 
4 few Khejri trees from felling, (Sharma, 
1999). Even today the Bishnois don't hesitate 
'0 protect wildlife at the cost of their lives. 

he blackbucks and chinkaras are not only 
Protected by the Bishnois, but the people also 
share their food and water with the wildlife 

hey tolerate a considerable amount of crop 
damage by the animals. In a number of villages 
the wildlife are even handfed by the Bishnols. 
It is because of this committed protection 
Offered by the local Bishnois community that 
Some of the highly endangered species oe 
that of the blackbuck, chinkara and nilgai roam 
freely in these areas of Rajasthan. 


Far away from the land of the Bishnois 
in Rajasthan, are a number of village 


—C2i> 


Sthita Pragyan Ray 


communities in the Ganjam district of Orissa, 
who follow an eco-religious ethos, that closely 
resembles the credo of the Bishnois. It is 
because of the deep commitment of the village 
communities in the Bhetnai, Balipadar and 
Ramanda region of Ganjam district to the 
cause of wildlife protection, that one of the 
last remaining blackbuck habitats of Orissa, 
has survived to this day in this area. 


The blackbuck, which is the sole 
representative in India of the genus Antilope, 
live in the woodlands of the State and also over 
the plain fields including crop-lands and scrub 
jungles scattered round the villages. The 
blackbuck is a highly endangered species and 
as such is included in Schedule-I of othe 
Wildlife Protection Act and designated as 
vulnerable as per the Red"Data Book of IUCN, 
the International Conservation Union. 


The blackbuck habitat of Bhetanai- 
Balipadar with an area of 15,867.98 acres, was 
declared as a game reserve on 19.09.1989 for 
the purpose of preservation and propagation 
of this endangered species. With the 
Amendments of Wildlife Protection Act in 
1991, the status of game reserve no longer 
exists. It has now been proposed to declare 
the region a "closed area." However, with a 
countrywide ban on "hunting" following the 
1991 Amendment to the Wildlife Act, this 
category of closed area is now redundant (Rao 
1996). , 


. 1996.P 
Stgo ~~ Kothari, A... Singh and S. Suri. 199 
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The survival of the blackbucks in this 
so-called "closed area" of doubtful Status, 
depends entirely on the goodwill of the local 
communities. The blackbucks in this area of 
south Orissa, are perhaps as fortunate, if not 
more, as that of their fellow beings in the 
Bishnoi areas of Rajasthan. Like the Bishnois, 
the people of this area consider blackbucks 
sacred and even worship the stone images of 
the antelope in village temples. Like the 
Bishnois, they are enjoined by their religious 
tradition to protect these animals. The local 
villagers here also believe that their prosperity, 
eSpecially the agricultural Productivity of their 
land, is linked with the conservation of the 
species. Thus, like the Bishnois, the people 
here often tolerate damage to their crops ‘by 
the animals as they usually come out of nearby 
forests to graze on agricultural land. 


"© The traditional reli 
to more organised for 
efforts by the Villagers i 
organisation of the lo 
Yuba Mancha (BYM), 
to work for the consery, 
The blackbuck prote 
villagers works in t 
department for the pr 
in the area, 


gious ethos has led 
ms of Conservation 
n the present days. An 
cal youth, the Bhanja 
has come Up in this area 
ation of the blackbucks. 
ction committee of the 
andem with the forest 
servation of the Species 


The efforts of the | 
are showing positive result 
increase in the population 
Notwithstanding the c 
Poaching and other bi 
example the blackbuck p 
and its adjoining areas j 
1993 to 551 in 1998. Int 
habitat, the number of 
from 485 in 1981 to ab 


Ocal communities 
S in the form of an 
of the blackbucks, 
Onstant threat of 
Otic pressures. For 
Opulation in Ramanda 
Nereased from 336 in 
he Balipadar-Bhetnaj 
blackbucks increased 
out 819 in 1996. 


The harmonious co 
and wildlife in this region 


noteworthy. The entire cre 


existence of man 
of south Orissa, is 
dit for this mu 


to the local communities. But ne 
Conservation practices alone are not i 
to save the endangered species. It also ee 
active support of the government and ie 
agencies. The increase in this ae 
population is very slow considering it 
breeding pattern. Local people point oe 
is due to the inadequate maintenance of t! i 

habitat and poaching by ee 
sometimes by villagers of other communities: 
in the border areas. 


In situations like these, where elit 
Support at the grassroot for wil fore 
conservation, people must act r: apidly. ca 
it's too late. Here again, the Bishno1s tion 
shown the way. The successful waned, 
effort of the Bishnois owes as much " jf 0 
religious tradition as to their effective us for 
the Strategy of political mobilizes 
wildlife protection. The Bishnois, who have 
dominant community in their area, re (0 
Successfully applied political Pe eatth 
enforce their conservation practice” 
example, they have been able to ae a 
revenue land including the common V yom 
land and other patches of pasture land: reby: 
any kind of commercial activity and lite 
8iving total Protection to the Wi ie 
Surviving on. these lands (Gadgil, ea 10 
local community of south Orissa, mr es 
obilize the people of the area to do m° p tne 
the Protection of the blackbucks a ¢ 
Same time, make the conservation ma¢ the 


es 0 
More Participatory and accountable ntrdh 
People. The c 


Should be re 
Which is m 
democratic. 


(7 


co 
ulture of command and sy 
Placed bya eonsertaaues nd 
Ore equitable, participal 
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A Festival with a Difference 


Lankapodi Yatra in Daspalla 


The great Indian epic, the Ramayan has 
fascinated people for ages with its gripping 
account of the triumph of good over evil. It 
also presents to its readers some of the most 
memorable characters in world literature, 
Through the ages people have exploited its 
immense potential as drama, and Ramlilas are 
among the most popular dramatic events in 
the country and abroad, In this article I am 
going to describe how a whole town 
transforms itself into a gigantic theatre once 


The Lankapodi yatra (the festival of 
the burning of Lanka) held annually in 
Daspalla occupies a special place in the life 
of the people of this town. It is also an 
unforgettable experience for those who have 
watched it even for once, This year the festival 
commences on 2nd April on the auspicious 
day of Ram Navami and continues till 11th 


April. The climatic event of the burning of 
Lanka takes place on 10th, 


During the festival, a gigantic and awe- 
inspiring wooden figure of the ten-headed 
demon, Ravana carrying weapons such as 
Spears, swords and bows is installed on a 
end of the main Street 
wooden chariot, the 
ana (locally called 
ng the performance. 
The yatra begins with the birth of Lord 
and proceeds to Present different 
ts in the epic, such as Rama's going 


Puspak Viman of Rav 
Arati), is also used durj 


inciden 


he 


Gokul Chandra Patnaik 


) 


into exile, the killing of Tadaka, the abanem 
of Sita on succeeding days. The perio ay 
concludes with the coronation of Lord a 
after he kills Ravana in a fierce battle. 4 
number of wooden figures line the i 
kilometre long street depicting these sai 
chronologically. Different points in the oa 
are named after places associated with oss 
Rama's exite and his journey towards Lan 
Panchawati Chitraknt Snhalva ete 


: fil wal tt 
A high point of the festiv’ at 
‘gandamara’, a spectacular processio™ o15® 
and Lakshman set out riding a woode? val 
and an elephant to fetch venison for the 
Ceremony of their ancestors. The en 
is accompanied by the beating of dru” 


sio" 
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However, what makes the yatra 
unforgettable is the deft staging of the fierce 
and decisive battle between Lord Rama and 
his demon adversary, Ravana. In this battle 
Rama rides his chariot Nandighosh, and 
Ravana fights from his Puspak viman. The 
battle comes to an end when Rama shoots 
Ravana with his brahma sara, which is 
Supposed to return to Rama after it 
accomplishes ‘its task. This event is followed 
by a spectacular display of fireworks, which 
continues till the day breaks. The deity returns 
to the temple of Raghunath Jew after Sita's 
agni pariksha (ordeal by fire) takes place, 
followed by an immense crowd of ecstatic 
devotees. 


a 


Before the feudatory states were 
Merged with Orissa, the King of Daspalla was 
the sole patron of the yatra. But the King 
always ensured large-scale participation of the 
People in the festival for he was convinced 
that without popular participation it would 
Never be a success. 
es to illustrate the 


King's faith in the importance of popular 
Participation in the festival. Once: when the 
King was accompanying the deity 10 @ 
Procession during the festival, @ villager rushed 
forward to have a glimpse of Lord Rama. A 
Police man gave him a slap for his breaking 


One incident go 


C33 > 


the rule of etiquette. The King, for his part, 
slapped the policeman for having ill-treated 
one of his subjects saying that if the police 
scared people like this, they would stop 
coming to the festival and the yatra would be 
a failure. 

Before the merger, people in Daspalla 
had to give 2% kg paddy per hearth for 
organising the festival. This generated in them 
a sense of ownership and belonging towards 
the yatra. The system was abolished after the 
merger. At present, the Managing Committee 
of the yatra has the Tehsildar-cum-Executive 
officer as its Chairman. The yatra is managed 
with a budget of three lakh rupees including a 
grant of twentyfive thousand rupees from the 
debottar Department. Enthusiastic young men 
of Daspalla mobilise funds from different 
sources. 

Ramlila has brought Daspalla 
recognition from different parts of the country. 
Troupes from Daspalla who have performed 
Ramalila in other parts of the country have 
received acclaim from newspapers such as 
Nayi Duniya and Naba Bharat. Organisations 
such as Adibasi Lokkala Parishad, M.P., and 
Rastriya Ramlila Mela, U.P. have lavished 
praise on the artistes staging Ramlila. In the 


near future the troupe may visit Australia. 


Lankapodi Yatra is a symbol of the 
spirit of community in Daspalla. It enables the 
poor to participate in a magnificent and joyous 
event with their families, for the yatra takes 
place at night. All social distinctions melt away 
as vast crowds watch incidents from Lord 
Rama's life unfold before their wonder-struck 
eyes. May this great festival continue to enrich 
the life of this remote little town, and bring 
joy to its simple and devout people. 


—_————— $$ 


Gokul Chandra Patnaik, formerly Headmaster of 
Daspalla High School, lives at Daspalla, Nayagarh 
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The Unseen Hand 


Kahnu Charan Mohan 


novels, Bali Raja (1932), 


The crow 


flew across to the top of a 
tall coconut tree, 


Mother Said, "Gj 
is coming, 
direction of Cuttack 9" 
to fetch firewood, 


» and my fa 
mother, after giving his w 
sum of twenty rupees. At 
Marriage my father was th 


: : is brothet, 
ty (1906-93) was an eminent Oriya novelist. He and his 
Gopinath Mohanty, dominated Oriya fiction fo 


nty 

Kahnu Charan a 

Translated by Jatindra sunt ae 
Arun Kumar 


le 
a coup’ 
mother was a girl of fourteen. SS al une 
Of years of the marriage, my ara days 
and his wife. passed away within 


‘od ten ye 
cach other. My old grandmother died 
after my birth. ; 


ho 
ner, WE | 
My father had a younger brot : 


childhood”: 
Was quite otherworldly from his chil me 


an. 
had left home when he was a young M 


rind 
say, 


ande! 
he had become a monk and ee we be 
from place to place. Others eee a 
committed several theft and be A appe 
made prison his home. All this ha hi on 
“fore I was born. Mother had seen him © 


: ter 
for a couple of years. He did not m@ 
at all, ? 


now 
How could father come mt up 
N assistant teacher in the ee u “0 
"mary School in Cuttack, ones t Sh 
@ month. He Supports himself w! oO One 
four rupees and sends the rest to a da. od 
4 Week has not Passed after the firs ot 


iust the © uf 
Month. We teceived the money j m 
day. Cutt 


enc)’ 

Village, Whenever there is an emeter” ye! 

Comes on a Sat 

early in the m 

therwise, it 
home When 


He is a 


featur? say: 
urday evening and od oti 
orning the cae ot 
Was not possible for” 


SS 


- only 4 | 
his school closes for 9 4 


ay ff pe 
ack is nine kosas aw 


The evening grew darker. I looked at 
the top of the coconut tree. The crow had flown 
long since. I laughed at myself. Whenever a 
crow cawed, mother said that father would 
come home. 


Mother kept the firewood in the 


kitchen and said to me, "Gita, take the long | 


bamboo stick and pluck a few drumsticks from 
the tree in the backyard. Keep the wicks on 
one side on the doorstep and go." 


The cawing of the crow was still fresh 
in my mind. I smiled and said, "How can father 
Come on a Wednesday ? Maybe, uncle is 
coming." 


Mother, who was already in the kitchen 
by this time, burst into a peal of laughter. She 
Said, "Yes, perhaps he is coming to see you. 
He had left home a few days before you were 
born. But I have now no ornaments left, which 
he could hope to take away." 


I 


I went to the drumstick tree, a bamboo 
stick in hand. Our backyard lay close to the 
embankment of the river. On the embankment 
Side, it was enclosed by a thick hedge of rattan 
and baigaba bushes. There were small gaps in 
the hedge. But neither cattle nor men could 
8et into the yard through these. People walking 
along the embankment could be glimpsed 
through the gaps if one looked hard. If one 
Stretched one's eyes, one could see the river 
bed, the grey sands anda thin ribbon of water. 


As one entered the backyard, it was the 
Well that caught one's eye. Two coconut palms 
Stood by its platform. These had been bearing 
fruit for the last four or five years. On the other 
Side of the platform grew an old drumstick tree 
and a small guava tree. In the middle of bee 
yard stoods a spreading baula tree, and a tal 
champak tree. A deep and narrow passage 
flanked by screwpine bushes led to the 
embankment, This we took whenever we 


35> 


needed to go to the river. The village path rans 
in front of the house. Negotiating the narrow 
and low-lying passage was difficult. But the 
village road was a winding one and was never 
empty. Father, for his part, on his‘ way to the 
village walks along the embankment and 
entered our house through the backyard. 


Standing below the drumstick tree, I 
looked at the embankment through the hedge. 
I cast my eyes as far as they took me. The 
embankment curved and lost itself amid the 
clusters of trees of other villages. So many 
people walked along it, but no one's gait 
resembled that of my father. He sometimes 
reached home before evening. 


It was the month of Margashir. One felt 
cold in the evening. The night would be much 
colder. If he was to come, he would not be so 
late. No, he would not come. The crow flew 
away, true; but it had nothing to do with father's 
coming home. 


I felt depressed and tried to pluck a few 
drumsticks using the stick. It was a tall tree. 
The drumsticks on lower branches had all been 
gathered. Now I have to raise the bomboo stick 
higher, look up and throw my head back to 
get a few. I picked up three or four drumsticks 


* and again looked in the direction of the 


embankment. A green islet lay beyond the grey 
river. Next to it was a plot of land, bright with 
yellow mustard flowers. As they danced in the 
evening breeze, they looked very beautiful. | 
gazed at it for a while. The sound of someone 
coughing brought me back from my world of 
dreamis. I saw Mahani uncle walk along the 
embankment, a walking stick in hand, A 
couple of men followed him. I bit my tongue 
and hid behind the hedge. Fear made my feet 
shake. 


Mahani uncle. Oh, my God ! Even a 
pregnant cow made way for him ! None would 
be spared if one came in his way. He would _ 
abuse one's fourteen generations. He would 
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around a girl and the heady br. 
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say, "What times do we live in now ! Girls 
and young women do not Pay respect to elders 
any more and behave like mares." 


No one in this village or nearby 
villages dares talk back to Mahani uncle. For 
one thing, he was rich like Kuber the god of 
wealth. Again, almost everyone in the village 
was in debt to him. It would not take him more 


than fifteen days to ruin someone, if he so 
wished. 


I took the trouble to re 
fear of my mother. I felt v 


Il 
When youth Weaves its Magic spell 


eeze of chan ges 
nd and the body, 


ful. Time flows by. 


wafts over her mi 


Something fell into my eye a 
burned. I dropped the bamboo stick and ie at 
ithard with my palm. It was sometime ve 
I got it out. I rearranged my cloths. As be 
and collected the drumsticks, I heat 


a4 saw 
somebody taking a long breath. I 


Damabhai in a clean white shirt oo 
towards me from behind the guava val 
coconut trees. I did not feel awkward; ane 
boiled in anger. How shameless and pe. he 
of him ! He had no self-respect. But di nt 
Suppose others were without it ? I ea 
would give hima piece of my mind, bu " 
not upon my mouth. J had committed a out 
in the past. Carried away by his winning Le 
Thad told him that I would marry him, MA 
he had accosted me in a lonely place. 1 di 10 
know then that words like these ane 
lightly uttered, for they involved a bees 
honour. The ghost of that mistake 
slowered at me and stopped my mouth. 


: sked: 
Damabhai moved closer and 4S 


"What are you doing, Gita 2" 


9" 
pat 7 
Tsaid curtly, "Are you blind, or W 


days: 
He said, "Yes, I'm blind now ow 


Look, I'm Wearing glasses. Do you 
Why 2" 


9° 
"T don't want to find out. Pleas 
aWay," 

“Ww 
These q 
You beh 


a) 
si? 
‘re thi 
hy do you drive me away lik a lol 
ays, you seem to have sean Ul: 
ave like this whenever I run in 


IV 


us 
These days 1" Only the two ote 
Damabhaj and myself — knew what of 
Words Meant. | 80t scared when I thoug 5! 
the dark hil] looming behind these Welt 
didn't repent, 1 didn't feel sorry, 1 07 pad 
frightened, | Could not imagine hows L 
© 80 before the hill receded out of ¥” m) 


«ace © 
Damabhai, I knew him sit@’ fa 
Childhood. H 


J 
© was the pampered um 


y 


-——— 
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tich family; but he did not throw his weight 
about in our house. My parents were fond of 
him. He showed them great respect and loved 
me, 


No one ever prevented me from going 
Out with him or from playing with him. At 
times old women joked, "Are you going to 
marry Dama ?" Damabhai used to get annoyed 
and say, "You people think of nothing but 
Marriage," 


I said meekly, "All days are not alike, 
Damabhai. One does not remain a fool forever. 
Let's not talk about that. Tell me, how long 
have you been standing behind the tree and 
What were you doing there ?" 


"Lwas watching you. When my father 
walked along the embankment, you backed 
and moved to a side. I thought, I would be 
Caught; but you walked past me, absent 
mindedly," 


"I never hide from you. You can come 
and see me whenever you like. Why then do 
you watch me, hiding behind a tree, like a 
thief ? What would one think, if one came this 
Way 7 


"There are many pictures in a book. 
Seeing you at other times is like looking at 4 
Picture-book. You are not the same when you 
ate careless, and your clothes are dishevelled. 


F "You know how to talk; but I do not 
ke your language nor your ways.” 


"You used to like them in the past." 


"Those days are gone. J am no longer 


a child. Please go away." 


"You know that no one will mind if I 
don't go." 


I said, "I know you are married. But 
Why are you after me now 7 If you charm your 
wife by your playful ways, she will feel very 
lucky indeed. But your trying to win unmarried 
8irls over is not nice." 


>, 


He became a little thoughtful and 
said," It's not my fault, Gita. It is our bad luck. 
Everyone knows that we are not related by 
blood. That is why I could overcome the initial 
objections and resistances by winning over my 
mother. Father wanted dowry. Was there any 
need for it ? Again he said, 'A village girl is 
too familiar to look beautiful.’ I sent feelers. 
He simply ignored them. You know what a 
difficult man he is. I dared not disobey him." 


I felt like giving him a piece of my 
mind. But I composed myself and patiently I 
tried to divert the topic, "Damabhai, why do 
you say all these ? I don't demand an 
explanation from you. Whatever has 
happened, has happened. Now you go away, 
or tell me, what do you want from me ?" 


"T want a lot from you. But ...." 


In the semidarkness I could see in his 
face the glow of desire. His eyes shone. I 
understood. I had seen this expression on his 
face several times. I have avoided him ever 
since I had come of age and grown conscious 
of the burden of womanhood. I have kept a 


- distance from him. I have not given him the 


chance to pull me to him, stroke me, or kiss 
me. Twelve months after his marriage, this was 
the first time I met him in a lonely place. I 
thought, he must have changed. But I was 
mistaken. I picked up the drumsticks and said, 
"Tt's already dark. Let me go. I shall light the 
wicks." 

He held my arm. My eyes grew red- 
hot with anger. I tried to wrest my hand, but 
could not. I said curtly, “Leave my hand." 


He smiled and said, "Why are you 
cross, Gita ? Listen to me." 


I got annoyed and said, "I tell you, 
leave me, or else ....." 

Still he did not let me go. 

I called, "Mother ...." 
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Vv 


Damabhai dropped my hand. Mother, 
who heard me call out to her, came while | 
was wondering what I would say to her, 
Damabhai took out an envelope from his 
pocket, handed it to my mother, and said, "I 
went to Cuttack today, aunt. I met Bholi uncle 
there, and he sent this letter" My mother 
eagerly took it from him. I said haltingly, "A 
crow cawed today, didn't it, Mother 2" My 


voice was trembling. Mother laughed and said 
to Damabhai, "Came in, dear." 


Isaid, "Come, Dam 


abhai, get in. Won't 
you take a pan 2" 


He said, "No, it's 


getting late. Let me 
go. I'll come some other t 


ime." 


& me. For th 


€ sake of 
-be husband, tell the tr 


uth, don't I 


Gita's would 
visit you ?" 


T kept quiet. Mother said, " 
do come, but - You never 


While enterin 
house, I: Said, "Yo 
Damabhai, for your 


g§ the inner wing of our 
U must come to 
r Wife's sake," 


He replied," Al] right." 


Morrow, 


marriage proposals. He had made it leat 
everyone that he wanted to marry ae, 
others agreed, but not his father, Mahaniu bhai 
who became furious and threatened Dama a 
that he would finish my father in ae 
‘Damabhai insisted on marrying me; He “a 
that he would reduce us to begging in ae, 
If Damabhai wanted our good, he ae 
choice but to obey his father, So, he We an 
another village, decked up as a ae 
got married. Well, he did what he shoul 


aie : ‘ke this 
But what was the point in behaving lik 
now ? 


; ] was 
Tears rolled down my cheeks. 
convulsed with sobs. 


VI 


+ altat 
Tlit a wick, lay it beside the oa : 
and bowed to goddess Brundabati- had 1° 
xpress their woes to God. But I w 10 
Stievances. The figure of someone nO of mY 
before my eyes. From a remote comer s ago 
heart, my soul bowed to him. TWO ae neat 
one evening I met him for the first li ‘n 
this tulsi altar. Many things had nape rit 
the mean time, Many images, dark an mor" 
Now flashed across the screen of my m¢ 


n 
care me 4 
Mother called, "Gita dear, C° 0 


: 0 
lit the hurricane lamp. Read the letter 


me, d of 
Tcame and lit the lamp. The ae es 
ning arati came from Mahani wheat 
temple, Mothertouched the wall with news 
to offer Worship to God. She $4! whic 
Radhamadhab !" And mumbled things 
Icould not make out. 


the eve 


ne 
1,0 
Topened the envelope. Two mit 1 fof 
nd another small. One was ™ 
d the other for my mother.’ 
When 
Usually addr 
letter to my 
for my Marri 
Something li 


large a 
me an 1 
my father wrote letters 
€ssed them to me. If eke os! 
mother, it contained @ Pr jot! 
age. I thought, it must 


ke that. 


Mother said, "Read it to me." 
I read mine first. 
My dear Gita, 


I don't keep well since I came from home. 
Sometimes I feel a pain in my knee. I feel, there may be 
Something wrong with the bone of my leg. I've got some 
Medicines from the hospital. Now I feel a little better. 


You wrote to me to send a shaw! to you for the 
winter. I am now giving private tuition to a student. 
Fifteen days have passed. After fifteen more days, they 
Will pay me the fees. I shall get you dress, a shawl and 
bangles with that money. My little mother, don't feel 
depressed, God has made us poor. What can we do ? 
Do write to me. Do you know whata great pleasure itis 


0 geta letter from you ? 
Your Father 


After reading the letter I looked up at 
My mother's face. Her eyes swam in tears. She 
looked at me, took a deep sigh and said, "This 
disease has reduced him to this state. For about 
five years now, he has been complaining of 
Pain in his bone. Whatever he earns, he sends 
itto. us. How could he then find money for the 
treatment he needs ?" 


He suffered so much only for us, I 
thought. He lived far away from home, toiled 
day and night and earned money to feed us. 
He did not get to eat a proper meal, took only 
half-cooked food, spent all day slogging away 
at the school. On top of all these, he had to 
81Ve private tuition to a student. 


Barring the homestead land and the 
backyard, we had no land to grow crops in. 
Unlike others in the village there was no any 
he could work the Jand and make a living. 
There was no son to help him out, to add to 
his income. I was a girl after all, a millstone 
round his neck, born only to put him to trouble. 

Orries about me were eating into him and 
Making him thin. Why did not I die ? I was 
°™ only to make my parents miserable. 


ie = 


ORISSA REVIEW # APRIL # 2001 


Mother wiped the tears off her eyes and 
said, "Read the other letter, darling." I ran my 
eyes over the letter. He had written that some 
Bidhubabu, a High Schoo] teacher in Cuttack, 
had a son, who had passed BA and was 
working in a government office at a salary of 
sixty or seventy rupees. His name was 
Prabodh. Bidhubabu wanted a daughter-in- 
law. who should be beautiful, intelligent, had 
a little education and was decent. He did not 
need any dowry; he lacked for nothing by the 
grace of God. He preferred a girl from a poor 
family, who'd be good at household work. But 
the horoscopes had to match. Bidhubabu's wife 
would see the girl before the marriage was 
finalised. 

It was written in that letter that I 
possessed all these qualities. If my horoscope 
matched with that of the boy, the marriage 
would of course be settled. I could be taken to 
Cuttack on some pretext, so that Bidhubabu's 
wife could see me. Could she ever say 'no’, if 
she saw me once ? She must never have seen 
a girl like me. He had repeatedly urged Mother 
to send him my horoscope. Probably a lot had 
also been written about Prabodh babu's looks 
and virtues. 


When I kept quiet, Mother repeatedly 
asked me to read out the letter. I handed her 
the letter and said, "You read it yourself. My 
head reels. Let me go to bed." ot 


Without waiting for Mother's responde, 
I went into the bed room. There were two 
rooms in all, in our house. One was the kitchen 
and the other was the room in which we slept. 
Firewood, and odds and ends were stored in 
the shed on one side. 


I knew, Mother would not be able to 
read fluently. Whatever little she could, by 
stopping over every letter, she could not make 
out at least half of it. She would take two hours 
to read even a short letter. Still she tucked the 


letter in her saree-end without complaining 
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Maybe, she realised that the letter contained 
something about my marriage. 


Hurricane lamp in hand, Mother went 
to the kitchen. I could hear her saying, "Don't 


fall asleep, Gita. Eat and then go to bed. You 
sleep like a log." 


I said, "No, I'm awake. I shall 


get up, 
when you call me." 


VII 


The room was dark. I threw the back 
window open to let light into the room. The 
bright moon of the ei ghth day of the fortni ght 
glowed like a jewel in the sky. The cold 
evening breeze carried in the fragrance of 
mustard flowers and made me shiver. I rolled 
out a mat on the floor and spread the frayed 
ground-sheet over it. Then I shut the window 


and covered my face with the saree-end and 
lay down to sleep. ‘ 


All kinds of thou 
head. I felt as if someb 
letter open before my ey 
were nothing new to 
had come over the la 
cases, the horoscopes 
did not. If they did, p 


ghts crowded into my 
ody held my father's 
es. Marriage proposals 
me. Several Proposals 
st four years, In some 
matched; in others, they 


eople from the groom's 
side made enquiries about my looks and my 


deportment. Once. I Passed this test, the 


question of dowry came up and the proposals 
fell through. 


When I was a child, all 
Spent in making merry. When 
touched-me with its Magic wand, 
filled with excitement and the mi 
The touch of a young man brou 
joy to me. That was all. I had 
of what being united with some 
was I eager to find out. T 
marriage had not entered m 
the evening Damabhai f 
passionate embrace, kissed 
oom and whispered into my 


my time was 
adolescence 
the body was 
nd quickened., 
ghta Nameless 
no knowledge 
One meant, nor 


Y mind yet. But 
Olded me in a 
Me in this dark 
€ars that he was 


e 
-T would not dare utter thes 


he thought of © 


for ever mine and would marry me, come ee, 
may, I felt an electric charge course ae 
my veins. I was fourteen then. All 
happened four years ago. 


I maintained a distance - 
Damabhai since that evening. But no one ae 
guess the reason. I understood and probably 
he did. It must have surprised him. 


Damabhai had loved me since a 
childhood. For him, distinctions bebe 
tich and the poor did not exist. He used to 
me to the river for a bath. He Nei: 
accompany me to fairs held in ra 
neighbouring villages. He gave me man 
spend and bought me gifts. And he a us 
my parents. At times, he also tried to he thal 
without Mahani uncle's knowledge. ee 
Teason, my parents were fond of him. mee 
of objecting to my going out with him, 
in fact, felt glad that I did so. 


(a 

Tused to go to Damabhai's house 
was the only son in the family, born Oe 
daughters. The daughters had all been ae ant 
off. He was the apple of the eye of ee 
uncle and aunt, a pampered child. Every wife 
of his was satisfied. Mahani uncle ang oe e 
liked my accompanying him to their o play 
They would feed me and give me toys es 
With. They praised my looks and man? wit 
oyed mixing and playine is! 
Damabhai. In the presence of my ot ie 
felt restrained, but in his company ! be ook* 
and relaxed. He took special care of ” put 
and my clothes. I did not realise it th® ow 
the touch of his hand brought me anu? eles* 
Sensation, filled me with a strange ™ 
Pleasure, | felt it on that evening, ¥ 
whispered to me, "I'll marry you." 


I enj 


en 


16 
“dell 

cide" 

Tfetl awkward when a few i”! ast? 
Hauted in my mind, I wondered es af 
this to me in so many words. I, for Ps tes 
had also r 


: ; sliB’ gs 
: eplied to him without the hil? 
hesitation 
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today. whenever I saw him, I was eager to be 
touched by him. On several pretexts I tried to 
come away from Mother, in order to be able 
to speak to him alone : "Damabhai, pluck a 
few baula sprigs for me," "Damabhai, draw a 
Picture for me," and so on. 


Both of us would smile and come to 
the baula tree, drawn to each other by a 
Mysterious force. I would deliberately edge 
Closer to him, pretending as if I touched him 
by accident. He, too, would take me into his 
arms. Instead of plucking baula sprigs, he 


would say, "You yourself are a baula tree, 
Gita." 


Nobody ever suspected us. Who would 
believe that two human beings were pulled 
towards each other by feelings of love, out of 
the sight of other people ? All these pleasures 
Passed for mere child's play. 


The thought of marriage did cross my 
mind. Considerations of right and wrong 
quietened my restless mind. Although I 
Continued to show my closeness to Damabhai 
before others, quietly I began moving away 
from him. He understood. He knew that a 
Change had come over me. But he could not 
Say anything. Nor did he get any chance to. I 
did not give him the opportunity. 


He would come to me with a great 
hope. In Mother's presence I would speak to 
him smilingly, offer him apaan, play harmless 
Jokes with him and request him to visit our 
house again. When Mother went away, I also 
Went away from him on some pretext or the 
Other, 


He would look at my face and go away, 
Without realising what had happened to me. I 
Would tell him softly, "For my sake Damabhai, 
Please come to our house tomorrow." He 
would say, "All right" and leave. 


He would come to our house again and 
again. In the eyes of others, there was nO 


change in my behaviour towards him. He 
understood everything, yet at the same time 
he did not. He would try to detain me and say 
something to me in private. I would go away 
on the pretext of some work or by slipping my 
hand from his. I regained my freedom, once I 
was with Mother. 

One afternoon, when Mother was in 
the backyard, I suddently found him before me. 
There was no way I could come out of the 
house. 

He asked, "Gita, you love me no 
more ?" 

I started violently and said, "How do 
you know ?" 

His face turned pale. He said, "From 
the way you behave with me." 

I kept quiet for a moment and then said 
"Do you notice any change in me ?" 


"You talk as if you don't know." 

I smiled and said, "I know nothing." 

He held my hand. I pulled it away. 

He said, "This is how you treat me 
these days." 


I told him pointblank. "Don't touch my 
body, Damabhai." 

He asked, "What if I do ? I shall marry 
you, Gita." 

I blushed and nerved myself to say 


"You have no right to touch a young woman 
before marrying her." 


He was taken a back, I tushed to the 
backyard and said breathlessly, "Mother 
Damabhai has come." : 


———— 
Jatindra Kumar Nayak is Reader in English Utkal 
University, Bhubaneswar 751004, 


Arun Kumar Mohanty is Editor, Orissa Review, Inf. & 
PR. Department, Bhubaneswar 75100]. —_ 
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The Grants-in-Aid Scenario 
in Planning and Coordination Department 


untied fund, 


The MPLADS ha 
in the State since 19 
guidelines Prescribe 
: Statistics and Progra 


> 


«ira 
Umakanta Mish 


otk 
Monitors the execution and progress of e 
through DRDAs concerned as per sce 
lines laid down in respect of different met f 
by the State Government and pee F 
India. The Schemes covered under ~ untie 
Aid are four-fold. They are MPLADs: Fun 
Fund, MLALADs and Special Prolene 
The MPLAD comes under aia ! 
whereas the other three scheme proble! 
Untied Fund, MLALADs and Special 
Funds come under State List. 


Let us discuss one by one | st 
full nomenclature and moda ple 
Sanctioned within the purview of the 
funds, 


MPLADS ae fot 
The abbreviation MPLADS sta? Are 
Member of Parliament Loins 
Development Scheme. The Prime noun 
India on the 23rd December, 1993 ae Ly 
the scheme on the floor of Parlia™ in Ue 
Notification was issued subsequently: art 
Pursuant to these guidelines, the ae atl 
Of Statistics and Programme Imple™ 


I 


idelil 
al details. The latest guide 
Issued in February, 1997. 


¢ 

he 

willl i! 

Under this Scheme, each MP™ st 
the cho 


to exe 


Pare 
Cute works to the tune of 8 / 


ev off 
iCe to suggest to the Head of oe 


| 
) 
/ 
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per year, in his/her constituency. Elected 
members of Rajya Sabha, may select works 
for implementation in one or more districts as 


they may choose. This provision is also 


applicable to Nominated Members of Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. In the changed 
circumstances, the allocation per MP per year 
Stands Rs.2.00 crore from the year 1997-98 
instead of Rs.1.00 crore earlier fixed. 


Feature of the Scheme 


Each MP will submit the details of work to 
the Head of the District concerned to get them 
implemented through the established 
Modalities in consultation with the State 
Government's procedure laid down. The 
execution of work may be taken up either 
through government machinery or through 
N.G.O. Operating at different levels. 


The works under the same shall 
necessarily be developmental in nature, based 
on locally felt needs which shall not include 
any recurring expenditure like on staff to 
maintain such facilities. The site selected for 
¢xecution of work by MP shall not be changed 
xcept with the concurrence of the MP 
himself/herself, The Heads of the Districts 
Should ensure that provision for maintenance 
and upkeep of the works to be taken up under 
this scheme is forthcoming from the 
Registered Agencies concerned. 


Selection and Execution of Works 


For execution of MP’s selected work, 

Heads of the Departments ought obtain the 
Administrative Sanction and concurrence of 
the Member of Parliament. In case of non- 
feasibility of works due to certain bottlenecks, 
the Agency concerned should draw the kind 
attention of MP and also the Department of 
atistics & Programme Implementation, 
vernment of India. In normal conditions all 
Sanctions for works should be accorded within 


45 days from the date of the receipt of the 
proposal from the MP. So far as technical and 
administrative sanctions are concerned, 
decision making right rests with district level 
officers. 


Incase, a constituency falls in more 
than one district, the Head of the District who 
receives money released by Government of 
India, shall make the required funds available 
to the other concerned district in keeping with 
MP’s choice, so that the Head of such other 
districts could implement the works suggested 
by the MP in his district. 


The implementing agencies in the 
district may not collect any administrative 
charges, centage, etc. for their services of 
preparatory work, implementation, 
supervision, etc. 


When there is change in MP, regardless 
of reasons, if the work identified by the 
predecessor MP is under execution, it should 
be completed in accordance with the procedure 
laid down. 


In respect of Member of Rajya Sabha, 
the unspent balance left by the predecessor 
Member of Parliament in a particular State will] 
be equally distributed amongst the successor 
of Rajya Sabha Members in that particular 


State. 
Release of Funds 


Each MP can suggest individual work 
not more than Rs.10 lakh per work. But the 
amount may be raised depending upon the 
nature of the work. Funds shall be released to 
the districts each year after the vote on Budget 
is passed. The amount sanctioned under the 
schemes would be non-lapsable. 


The work completed under MPLADs 


should bear an inscription indicating MPLAD- 


work to enable the outsiders to know the 
source of funding. 
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Illustrative List of Works to be Taken up 
under MPLADs 


The Department of Statistics & 
Programme Implementation and Ministry of 
Planning and Programme Implementation 
Department of Govt. of India have prescribed 
25 items to be taken up under MPLADs. In 
view of voluminous size of the criteria, it is 
Not possible to reflect all the items in details. 
To facilitate the readers, only the following 5 
important items are reflected : 


(i) Construction of 
hostels, libraries and 
educational institutions 
local, bodies 


(ii) — Construction of ro 
water tanks, in villages and 


(iii) Construction of 
welfare, stadium and h 


buildings for schools, 
other buildings of 
belonging to Govt. or 


ads, tubewells, 
towns 


buildings for cultural 
Ospitals 


try, farm forestry, 

» Parks and gardens in 
munity lands or other 

surrendered lands ? 

Construction of gobar 

irrigation embankments, lift 'trigation points, 

creches and anganbadies, resi 


tribal areas and electronj 


MPLADS 


(vi) Construction of office buildings and 


residential buildings 


(vii) Works belon 
Organisations, trusts, re 
operative institutions 


ging to commercial] 
8istered societies or co- 


(viii) Granted loans, memorial ‘buildings 
purchase of inventory or Stock of any type 
(ix) Acquisition of 

compensation for land acqui 
(x) 


land or 
ted 
Places of religious worship 
As regards MPLADs, the €xpenditure 
mated to be cent percent during the 


any 


is esti 


te ie 
Pe 


quarter ending in December 2000. Te 
State Schemes are prepared on the back : 
of MPLADs modalities for senctonae 
grants in aid. Let us discuss some P 
aspects of State Schemes. 


Untied Fund 


$ 

The scheme of Untied Fun 
introduced in the State during the year state 
86. Untied Fund is being provided bee the 
Plan which is allocated to DRDAS raj 
districts as grant-in-aid. Till 1996-97, Re att 
for implementation through untied fun by the 
district level was being finalised ae 
erstwhile district Planning and Devel S, 
Boards. After introduction of Zilla Par! 
the scheme of Untied Fund has 1997 
transferred to the Zilla Parishads Ste : 
98. The amount meant for the Zilla a al 
is provided to the respective pease 
Selection of project is made as per ee tied 
of the Zilla Parishads. Allocation ned i" 
Funds to the districts is sanen rs the 
Proportion to the rural population 
districts in the State. 


1. MLALAD Fund 


pti" 
A scheme under the oy 
‘MLALAD Bund’ has been introduce" ne 


g 

State Government since 1997-98. Distt 
year 1997-98 a sum of Rs.735.00 lakh tak e 
allocated to the districts @ noe iy 
Constituency which was to be ull op st 
Projects in accordance with the ae pn 
8iven by the concerned MLAs in ac" 
With the rul at tl 
During 1998-99 Rs. 1470.00 lakh @ 5 be 
of Rs.10.00 l 

teleased, Sim 
Rs.2205.009 l 


f 
jded "ol 
per constituency has been provid™ in 


jsi ‘ey 
districts. There is a budget prove 
Rs.4410.00 lakh under MLALAD wit 


which Rs.733.00 lakh is meatt gu 
Tecoupmer 


cen 
nt of OCF advance take 


Xk] = 


OO 


1999-2000 and Rs.3675.00 lakh is meant for 
allocation to the districts @ Rs.25.00 lakh per 
constituency. 


2. Special Problem Funds 


A new scheme under the caption 
‘SPECIAL PROBLEM FUND' has been 
launched by the State Government during 
1997-98. The amount provided under the 
scheme Special Problem Fund is being 
sanctioned from the State level for different 
Projects in the State involving special nature 
of problems. This amount is being utili sed in 
accordance with. the rules and procedure 
applicable for normal grant of the untied Fund. 
During 1997-98, a sum of Rs.93.27 lakh was 
Provided under the Scheme which has been 
distributed for projects. Similarly, Rs. 100.00 
lakh during 1998-99 and Rs.100.00 lakh 
during 1999-2000 was provided in the B.E. 
respectively which has been distributed for 


locally felt projects. A sum of Rs.5.00 crore 
has been earmarked for 2000-2001 and the 
sanctioning of projects are in the pipe line in 
accordance with the rules prescribed. 


Conclusion 


Through the implementation of these 
benevolent schemes, villages and urban / semi- 
urban areas have made rapid stride and have 
been able to create durable assets. If this trend 
continues, I am sure, the standard of village 
life will dramatically improve. The history of 
success will be inscribed in the letters of gold. 
An individual may not be able to appreciate 
judge the long term benefits, but time will 
certainly speak. 


Umakanta Mishra is Assistant Director, Planning 
and Co-ordination Department, Bhubaneswar. 
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A Page from the History of Nandapur 


Nandapur, the ancient ca 
of Jeypore, now in rui 
distance of 69 kms soutl 
47 kms from Korapu 
Sunabeda. 


pital of the kingdom 
ns, is situated ata 
h-east from Jeypore, 
Uand 29 kms from 


The place ha: 
the famous Nanda dynasty of Magadha, which 


d its SWay over 


present 32-step 
d with the Silavamsis. 
Nandapur has a ni 
Kotnimala hill, which 


Besides, the healthy atm 


Ee 


wh 


: athy 
Susanta Kumar Satap' 


in 
east; Kambhamentu, Sarbosiddhi Rayon 
the south; Bhaskar river of Bastar hear 
the west: and Kalahandi, cha a 
Tene Budhalinga Badakhemundi, | 


e 4 
near Paralakhemundj in the north. 


e 0 
Nandapur became a. ee here 
Vaishnavism when Sri Chaitanya stay of his 
for sometime during the an to! 
Pilgrimage to the south to pay a vephaie® 
famous Matsyatirtha in the region of ur lost 
Dev (1510-] 527).5 The town ota y 
its prominance as a centre of pasate: i 
after the Capital was shifted to ae ae i 
in the valley of Nagavali river by Vis sider 
Dev (1527-157 ) as this place was ois 4 
More centrally and better located to te je 
repeated Muslim invasions. ang iM 
® Was a Vaishnavite devotee, ore th 
agannatha temple at this place be 


< a. 
Capital was shifted to Narayanapal) ist 


is 

. ud 
Nandapur a place of Jain ae - 
ties. The countless Oe cal ee 
Sculptures of Jain and Buddhist imP rad! 


: a 
Indicate the possible occurance of 
€vent in the past. 


antiqui 


ith 
The Batris Simhasana, (Tht 
32 Steps) formed of thirty-two agree It ‘ 
is an object of interest of the ae int 
1 Aditionally believed to have been bu e a 
ine of the Batris Simhasana of woe 
i aramaditya of Ujjain The thirty" eth 
Steps lead to a tin shed constructed : natal? 
Which Contains the throne for the cor? 
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of the king, few fragmentary pieces of 
sculptures and an inscribed slab. The letters 
of the inscription are much defaced. 


The shrine of Sarveswar, which bears 
inscription that points to the antiquities of the 
place, was constructed by king Vinayaka Dev. 
It is built on a high plinth. One has to cover a 
Series of masonry steps to reach the sanctum 
of the shrine. The main temple built in 
Pancharatha rekha order. It is of considerable 
height. An image of Padmavati has been kept 
Near the main entrance to the garbhagriha. As 
evident from the local people the image was 
brought from Mali Nuagam, a place noted for 
Jain relics of the medieval period. Padmavati 
is regarded as the Sasanadevi of Parsvanatha. 
She is carved, seated in Lalita pose on a plain 
pedestal. Her mount, elephant is represented 
below the pedestal. A canopy of five-hooded 
snake is noticed above her head. The figure of 
Parsvanatha flanked by Chauri bearers is 
carved seated at the top. She displays in three 
of her four hands, Varada Mudra, Kuthara and 
branch of a tree.” Loose sculptures depicting 

‘Padmavati are extremely rare in Orissa. 


A Ganesh image near the Bhitargarh 
area is an interesting spot for pilgrims. This is 
One of the biggest sitting Ganesh images 1n 
Orissa designed in sand stone. The image 
Measures 6 feet 5 inches (1.8 metres) in height 


Debate Competitions, 
and another for the students oF") 
Municipal corporation area, wi 
Divas 2001. The compe 
respectively on Wednes 
school / college can send a 
competition. Three success 
awarded prizes on t 
Grounds, Unit-II, Bhuban 


DEBATE COMPETITIONS 


one for the Upper Primary and ME school students 
f high schools and colleges in Bhubaneswar 
Il be held to mark the occasion of Utkal 
titions will take place at 10 A.M and 2 PM. 
28, 2001 at Soochana Bhavan. A 
maximum of 3 students to participate in the 
ful candidates of each category will be 
he Utkal Divas to be celebrated at the Exhibition 
eswar on Ist April 2001. 


day, March 


and 5 feet and 6 inches in breadth.* Seated in 
Maharajalila pose it displays battle axe, broken 
tooth, noose and a pot containing sweet balls 
in the four hands. 

Nandapur on the foothill 'Kotnimala’ 
is not only rich in historical antiquities but also 
gives a rewarding experience of extravagant 
beauty sences of rare natural beauty and 
murmuring streams flowing down the hillside, 
add to the charm. The sandal trees with scented 
soft breeze warmly welcomes the visitors to 
enjoy beauty of Nandapur. 
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Quality Improvement and Professional 
Development of College Teachers 


One of the objectives of implementing the 
UGC payscale for College and University 
teachers in Orissa was to attract and retain 
talented teachers in the cadre. This has to be 
So in order to meet the future challenges” of 
human resources and maintain a certain 
standard of higher education and improve it. 


The parameters , as formulated by individuals 
and committees constituted fo 


r the purpose 
of ascertaining and ensuring qu 


ality, include : 
(i) Clarity of thought; 


(ii) 
(iii) 


Ability to communicate effectively; 


Intensive teaching-learning process; 


(iv) 


Use of new educational technologies: 


(v) High level of Tesearch and 
development. 
(i) Clarity of thought 


A confused teacher is More dangerous 
for the students than no teacher at all. 


because a student may not be in a Positi 
know the Subject at all, but he is safe j 


It is 
on to 
N the 


Debendra Patnaik 


an absolute clear picture about what he ba 
to communicate. This clarity of thought 6 ; 
Toute to success. It serves in two ways; ‘ine 
inspires confidence in the minds 0 the 
Students and also gives confidence t0 i" 

teacher himself. When teachers enter nae 
by choice and not because of the fact they 

no choice, there may not be such problem. 


(ii) Communication ability 


we rated 
Sometimes a good teacher 1 ie? 
Poor because of inadequate abi 
communicate with his students. This a. 
Precision, vocabulary and subject sea 0 
course, from this point of view, this t@ ne: f 
teacher is a Corollary to the previous an al 
One is clear in his thought and has ae issue 
clarity, he may be able to explain ea¢ at the 
to the students, It must be ensured sa 
Students get the message exactly in the 
Order as the teacher had intended to 4° $5 
ce 
(ili) Improving teaching - learning OF 


ooo 


This point of teaching-learning Palit 


#8 an important consideration for 4 mi 
improvement of a teacher, comes nee 
because teachers are expected to av ri a 
tasks and assignments to students ats v 
academic session which greatly ote, 
ability of the profession as well as ae yor 
Students. What makes it more so iS we 3 
evaluation of students, the feedback 
Correctives applied thereto. 
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People complain that in our country, 
particularly in our State, the teaching-learning 
process falls far short of the desired level. One- 
time examination in Universities and in 
Colleges makes the teaching-learning a much 
lighter exercise. As we are aware, most of the 
colleges conduct only one examination for 
class promotion and a low percentage of marks 
in aggregate (for 4 to 5 combined papers) is 
taken into consideration to promote/sent up a 
Student to next higher class/make him eligible 
to appear at the University examination. 


Therefore. it is necessary that teachers 
Should take on the responsibility of making 
the teaching-learning process more 
Meaningful and exacting by ensuring the 
number of working days, availability of the 
teachers on the compus for a longer period, 
making use of library and reading room of the 
college for a good number of days, ensuring 
that teachers keep moving inside the campus 
(while they do not have any specific task) in 
order to sort out the problems of students as 
and when demanded and to take evince interest 
in such activities as are necessary. 


Here in this context, the teacher is not 
supposed to assume that only completing the 
syllabi in the class is his sole work. Rather, he 
should ensure and confirm that he is able to 
create a sense of confidence in the mind of 
Students as an individual and also scrupulously 
adhere to hig role as a teacher a key factor, n 
the whole system of developing and managing 
the college students as human resources. Here, 
the object is not to develop or manage the 
Student-person to be an effective person for 
the system of expansion of income and wealth, 
rather the teacher has to build up a personality- 
Structure where, the students become useful 
Tesources to the society and to the nation at 
large, : ; 


(iv) Use of New Educational Technology 


The traditional system of teaching 1.e. 
the process of delivering a lecture to 50 to 150 
students, out of whch 40 to 50% are not 
genuinely interested to sit for 40 to 50 minutes. 
is the prevalent practice today in Orissa. But 
modern teaching process demands much more 
developed methods of teaching with the help 
of new technology including audio visual aids, 
computers and other multimedia packages. Of 
course, use of projectors / transparencies / 
audio visual aids have been in recent use ina 
very very limited sphere. In fact, the available 
World Wide Web, which has made it a lot 
easier for the students and teachers to have 
access to the latest information / knowledge, 
being generated anywhere in the world, is out 
of reach of a large number of students. Hénce, 
as far as the information-sharing is concerned, 
the role of teachers will undergo a significant 
change in the near future and there is necessity 
for them to orient themselves in the same 
direction. However, here the government has 
to play an important role. That is, if not to all, 
at least selected few institutions be provided 
with WWW facility and teachers are required 
to avail themselves of the facility. 


Further, not only the information 
gathering 1s enough; it also needs to be 
thoroughly processed, interpreted and applied. 
Hence, the system of classroom lecture must 
change over to case study system with ample 
of thought provoking questions and discussion 
as prepared and designed by teachers. Here 
lies the real talent of a teacher, to create a true 
and usefui human resource for the nation. But 
in practice, it is far from reality. 


(v) High level of Research and 
Development 


The twentyfirst century belongs to a 
knowledge-oriented society. Those States 
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which are in the forefront of research are also 
the States in the forefront of economic and 
social development. In view of the developing 
scenario, efforts on research and development 
have to be focused not only on theory but also 


in solving the problems of the immediate 
present and the future. 


It is observed that most of the college 
teachers in Orissa regard research only as one 
of their peripherial responsibilities. Very few 
of them have reflected their commitment to 
research. But in practice, though the number 
of researchers have increased manifold in 
Orissa, they have offen not been useful to help 
the real economic growth, of the States as 
whole, barring a few Stray cases. For this 
purpose, enough has been spent by agencies 
such as UGC, ICAR, ICMR and ICSSR, but 
the society has not be adequately benefited, 
Therefore, it has been rightly observed that 
quantity has gone up in the field of research, 
but sometimes only at the cost of quality. 


Professional Development of Teachers 


As we know, formal professional 
qualification before employment is required 
only in respect of primary and secondary 
schools teachers. Lecturers in Colleges and 
Universities need no professional training. 
This situation prevails almost all Over the 
world. There are hardly any pre-service 
courses for teachers in higher education. Of, 
course, in-service training has now come to 
be recognised as a significant Step in the 
evolution of education. Essentially this 
training includes short term courses mandatory 
or voluntary and includes an orientation to 
teaching profession, development on 


sharpening of institutional skills, classroom or 
institutional management and subject 
updating. These practices vary from country 
to country. 


Confronted with declining standards. 
primarily due to expansion of Higher 
Education system in India in general and I" 
Orissa in particular, the question of quality 
assurance becomes critical. Here a crucial area 
has been identified to improve the standards 
relating to teachers’ education. Accordingly the 
UGC introduced centrally funded scheme : 
Academic Staff Colleges, which are current y 
operating in 48 Universities with a vieW 
conduct orientation and refresher courses fo 


teachers in the higher education. 


Again, the functioning of ASC in se 
in general and Orissa in particular is far - - 
Satisfactory. No doubt, quite a large nu™ 4 
of such programmes have been con 
since its inception, but hardly it has reac ic 
the target of improving the academ 
excellence of the teacher participants. 


Professionalism in the work of wea : 
has become a necessity. It deman tion 
continuous and Steady effort in the wt ere 
of perfection with the assumption that, ; 
is always a Scope to improve and there a 
limit to improvement, It must also be bo™ ces 
mind that ignorance rejects knowledge" as 
a teacher should not have a closed mi" 
Tegards his profession. 


der 
Debendra Patnaik is presently working #® 


A : colle” 
im Commerce, R.D. Women's 
Bhubaneswar. 


Kandhamal : The Garden of Orissa 


The district of Kandhamal is situated between 
83°30! and 84°54’ east longitude, and 19°34" 
and 24°54' north latitude. Phulbani, the 
headquarters of the district, is 216 kms away 
from the State capital, Bhubaneswar and 150 
kms from Berhampur. The district is 
Completely a watershed of the river, Mahanadi 
in the north and Rusikulya in the south, with 
hills, hillocks and valleys ranging from 300 
to 1100 metre in height from the mean sea 
level. The district has a geographical area of 
7,53,608 hactares and total population of 
5,46,281 out of which Schedule Tribes and 
Schedule Castes constitute 51.51% and 
18.21% respectively. A large portion of the 
district is under forest cover, which is 58.3% 
of the total geographical area. 


Climatic Condition 


Although the district is situated in the 
Subtropics, it experiences a cool and humid 
climate throughout the year, due to its higher 
altitude and vast are a under forest. The district 
has an average maximum temperature of 30°C 
and average minimum of 15.31°C. The district 
receives an average annual rainfall of 1580 
Mm. distributed in about 85 rainy days. Total 
Cultivated area is 1.77 lakh hectares, out of 
Which majority of lands (82.2%) are upland. 
Cultivation is the main occupation of the 
People. Cultivators constitute 48.3%, which 
are mostly small and marginal and agricultural 
labourers (34.6%) of the total population. Soil 
£rosion and drought commonly affect yield of 
‘Tops in the district. 


a 


M. Mishra 
P.K. Panda 


Agricultural Scenario 


Agriculture is the main source of 
earning of the people. Eighty three percent of 
the total workers are engaged in agriculture, 
hardly 2.2% are engaged in household 
industries. The establishment of Regional 
Research Station in 1983 and Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra in 1993 at G. Udayagiri had provided 
new hopes to farmers in solving their 
problems. The farmers are being trained on 
low cost technology on soil and water 
conservation, Summer ploughing, use of 
modern agricultural impliments and short 
duration draught tolerant varieties, inter- 
cropping, growing of non-paddy crops in 
upland, timely planting, maintenance of proper 
plant population, preparation of better quality 
compost and use of bio-fertilizers. This had 
helped in stabilizing the yield and boosting up 
production. Farmers are switching from 
traditional practice of shifting cultivation to 
commercial cultivation of crops. _ 


Horticultural Developments 


The district, Kandhamal provides 
adequate opportunities for cultivation of 
vegetables. The well-drained red lateriatic and 
brown forest soils free from salinity and 
alkalinity, flood and cyclonic wind helps in 
better management of crop for higher yield. 
Farmers are switching from cultivation of field 
crops in uplands to vegetable’ cultivation in 
kharif season due to remunerative price, Out 
of the total cultivated area 1.77 lakh hectares 
31.197 hectares land is under vegetables in 
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Kharif. Because of the high altitude, the kharif 
season (June to September) is cool and humid 
which helps in cultivation of off-season 
vegetables. The cole crops like cauliflower, 
cabbage, tamato, beans, radish etc. are 
cultivated throughout the year. Introduction of 
wilt resistant varieties of vegetables alongwith 
foliar spray of micronutrients such as boron, 
molybdenum and growth hormones had 
stablized the production of vegetables in 
Kandhamal through constant efforts of 
Regional Research Station and KVK. The 
district supplies vegetables to the coastal belts 
and table lands, when the lands in the latter 
case are flooded with water. The climatic 
condition of Kandhamal is suited to the 
cultivation of spices. Turmeric and ginger are 
widely cultivated from time immemorial with 
the traditional practice of the tribal farmers 
without any application of fertilizers and 
pesticides. This organic nature of cultivation 
of Spices had attracted the attention for 
International trade, Introduction of new 
Varieties with high curcumin content and 


adoption of proper Planting techniques had 
Stablized the pr 2 


i Oduction and increased the 
quality of turmeric. Both processed and 
unprocessed turmeric and ginger are marketed 
Rss country and abroad. Hill terraces 
Vide unique sites for Cultivati 
: iv 
plantation cro ti 


; PS like coffee, black , 
cinnaman which needs e Ckpepper and 


institutional Support. 


Forest Resources 


Forest occupies a 
(58%) of the total 


Omotion through ° 


farmers and landless labourers. Kandhamal 18 
famous for sundried preserved produ 
fruits, which are marketed inside and outside 
State. Introduction of new varieties of oS 
guave and citnus has created attraction : 
people for commercial cultivation throug 
development of orchards. 


> 


Scope 


There is an enormous hr ‘ 
floriculture in this district a field a 
unexploited. Rose, gladioli, cage: 
mary gold, tuberose, chrysanthemum, eB , 
caladia, geranium and partulaca, etc. Ca for 
grown throughout the year. There is il 
Promotion of cultivation through develops 
enterpreneurship. Apart from this prese! ati 
of fruits and vegetables through ya: 
Process needs to be promoted. Due 0 
Scope of production and market Tag 
commercial crops, Kandhamal has alt tate: 
€nterpreneures from other parts of the > 
Stringent forest laws and restriction +4 ne 
transformation from tribals is standing , Ms 
way of commercialisation. There ale ually 
and fertile uplands which is gt nan 
degraded due to lack of soil conservation fig 
vegetative cover. All the above lands "® ug! 
be brought under cultivation either | offe® 
joint forest or forest based cropping - this 
+ silveroak + black pepper. Apart ff" pe 
gommunication on railways Nee® ink 


: rtu 
The potentialities of and oppo" _ 
Available with Kandhamal nee? ‘gb 


i SOM" icf 
. taken for exploration of available 1" ade 


ag the 824d 
Thus Kandhamal can be regarded as t! a 
of Orissa with it's fruits, vegetables, SP 
Medicinal plants. 


M. Mishra is 


1 Reseill™ 
Technology 


a Senior Scientist, Region® j 
ap. : é ayagitl 
Transfer Station, G.Udayag! ott! 
yi? 
ROE af) 


: . rt) # 
PK. Parida works as a Junior Scientist (Ho! ou 


wena var Station 
search and Technology Transfer S!@ ‘ / 
- Udayagiri, 


 - 


Orissa Budget at a Glance 
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2001 - 2002 


(Rs in crores) 


al No. Receipt Expenditure 
I. Consolidated Fund 
(A) Revenue Account 
1. Non-Plan 6,960.36 8,473.64 
2. State Plan 1,073.93 1,278.73 
3. Central Plan 438.15 433.09 
4. Centrally sponsored Plan 61.39 114.84 
Total 8,533.83 10,300.30 
(B) Capital Account 
1. Non-Plan 2,793.18 3,050.58 
2. State Plan 2,411.49 1,374.17 
3. Central Plan 0.93 6.00 
4. Centrally sponsored Plan 91.13 37.68 
Total : 5,296.73 4,468.43 
Total (A + B) 13,830.56 14,768.73 
I. Contingency Fund 150.00 150.00 
ML. Public Account 
(i) Provident Fund 1,412.61 512.61 
(ii) Other Funds 3,830.36 3,792.19 
Total 5,242.97 4,304.80 
Total State Budget (I+II+IID 19,223.53 19,223.53 
Transaction of the Year - - 
Opening Balance (-) 125.55 
Closing Balance (-) 125.55 
ae 
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Orissa News 


BUDGET SESSION BEGINS 
The Budget Sessio 
Excellency the Go 


erin’ 
- By the end of the current  itiel; ach a stags 4 
y€ar, it is likely to reac 4 
51 percent. Increasing Non-developmental €xpenditure has adversely affected development! 
welfare programmes. This deterioration in State f 

fiscal correction, 


ra 
mance needs to be arrested through app!OP 


His Excellency 
industrialisation, taki 


ing the Current 


ti 
: ining in Inform?” 

i : y€ar to provide training in Info 
°en signed with Mys Adanij xpansio" i. 
development of Gopalpur Port. It has been decided to deve, el — a. vente : 
user deep mega port through a Private sector to) ae ne - 


-e  yirang 4 

: cee d be set up at Tiring, Jit! pri 

8 drinking Water, sanitation facilities an as and 
elfare of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes 


» His Excellen 
Government and Said 
of the State, 


cy briefly outlined the achj i s of l 
that we all could contribute nme": Policies and programme es 
Contribute our Mite to accelerate the process of develoP 


) 
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PROFESSOR HAMBURGER FELICITATED 


Brazilian unclear physicist, Professor Ernst Wolfgang Hamburger, the recipient of the Kalinga 
Prize for the year 2000 for popularisation of science, was felicitated by Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik at Bhubaneswar on March 1, 2001. The Director of Estacio Censia at Sao 
Paolo University received the award at New Delhi on February 26, 2001. 


The function at Bhubaneswar was organised by Kalinga Foundation Trust. Among others, 
Chairman of the Trust, Shri B.C. Patnaik, Managing Trustee, Shri Kamini Patnaik and officers 
of the UNESCO were present. 


BIJU PATNAIK STATE POLICE ACADEMY 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik laid the foundation stone of the Biju Patnaik State 
Police Academy at Ranasinghpur in Bhubaneswar on March 5, 2001. The academy would impart 
training to officers in the rank of Sub-Inspector and above. The project would include an officers’ 
hostel, a barrack, a playground and other facilities. Shri Prasanna Kumar Patsani, M.P., Chief 
Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi. Secretary, Home, Shri T.K. Mishra, D.G. (Police), Shri S.K. Chatterjee, 


and other officers were present. 
CYCLONE-SHELTER INAUGURATED 


ernandes inaugurated a school-cum-cyclone 


Hon'ble Union Minister for Defence, Shri George F 
March 5, 2001. The school building would 


Shelter at Trilochanpur in Jagatsinghpur district on 
also act as a shelter to the local people during cyclones. 


BIJU PATNAIK AWARD FOR YOUTH 


Biju Patnaik Award for acts of bravery was awarded to Shri Manas Ranjan Das of village Bagalpur 
' Jagatsinghpur district. Shri Das saved the life of two teen-aged girls from drowning. He was 
Presented a cash award of Rs.10,000/-, a silver medal and a she ie in recognition of his act of 
valour and bravery. The award was presented to him by Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 


Patnaik on March 5, 2001. 
GOVERNORS' MEET 


The two-day meeting of the Committee of Governors was held in the Raj Bhavan, Bhubaneswar 
On the 7th and 8th of March 2001. His Excellency the Governor of Orissa, Shri M.M. Rajendran, 
His Excellency the Governor of Meghalay, Shri M.M. Jacob, Her Excellency the Governor of 
Karnataka Smt V.S. Rama Devi, and His Excellency the Govennat of Haryana, Shri Babu 

if a of various programmes and schemes for 


Paramanand i i the implementation 
a held discussions on A 
the Welfare of the people belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Hon'ble Chief 


Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik and Hon'ble Minister for SC and ST Development and Minorities 
and Backward Classes Welfare, Shri Mangala Kissan and high-ranking officers of the State 


Government attended the meeting. 
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SELF-HELP MISSION FOR EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN 


; ief Minister, Sh! 
On the occasion of International Women's Day on March 8, 2001, Hon'ble el wore 
Naveen Patnaik launched Mission Shakti, a self-help mission for the ee mend proper 
The Government would make anti-dowry laws more stringent, and suitably al rope jaws 
related laws to improve the status of women in society. Gender inequality in p 


i 
: ment, 
would be removed. Among others, Hon'ble Minister for Women and Child Develop 
Kamala Das, Chief Secretary, 


. se pie men al 
Shri D.P. Bagchi and Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Wo 
Child Development, Shri R.N. Senapati were present in the meeting. 


EX-GRATIA COMPENSATION HIKED 


. : ‘le dischargi"? 
Employees of Government of Orissa, who die or become physically disabled while dis 


well 
: ; : : there 
duty, are entitled to €x-gratia payment by their respective departments. However, 
anomalies in respect of the amoun 


t 
;, Moreovel 
ts paid to employees of different departments. Mo 
€X-gratia amount was too meagre, 


Now, if an employee dies while disc 
get Rs.1.5 lakh as €X-gratia irrespective of 
becomes completely disabled (either losing 


leg) he/she will be entitled to get Rs. | lakh. 
entitled to Rs.50,000/- 


led 10 
harging duty, his/her heir/family will be pi 
the employee's parent department. If an € eye of? 
both the legs, or both the eyes or losing oe will be 
If the employee loses an eye or a leg, he/sh 


{0 
: titled 
for the rest of his life, he/she will been” al 


If the employee on duty becomes disabled ort! 
Rs.1 lakh and for the emplo Y disabled for life, the amount will be prOP 


Yee getting partial] 
to the magnitude of disability, $ 


; ien 

» According to sources in the department of Sel" ihe 
> gas plants and 2; 

month of February 200]. 


‘a 


ae pa a SS a CBE 7 
Pea OGP—MP—pTs (I. & P.R.) 96—3,000-23.3.0094 1 


he 


His Excellency the Governor of Orissa, Shri M.M. Rajendran, His Excellency the Gove 
Meghalay, Shri M.M. Jacob, Her Excellency the Governor of Karnataka, Smt VS Ramsden, His eon 
P. had of Haryana, Shri Babu Paramananda and Hon'ble Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri Naveen 
atnaik at the meeting of Committee of Governors held in Abhisek Hall, Rajbhavan Bhubaneswar 
on March 7, 2001. 


aik inaugurating the Golden Jubilee Hall of the Go 
‘ble Union Minister of State for Steel, Shri Braja ice 
Shri Pradip Maharathi are present. 


Hie Oe Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patn 
: Chool at Berboi on March 3, 2001. Hon 
Tripathy and Government Chief Whip, 


Present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Nave, 
Transport, Smt Dfoupadi Murmu at the B: 


an 
unity 


— sionals Chief Minister, Sh 
eiling a life-size statue of Dr Radhanath Rath at 


spexibazar, Cuttack on March 4, 2001. Hon'ble 
inister for Urban Development, P.G. and P.A., 


Shri Samir Dey, Shri Bhartruhari Ma 


Smt Nibedita Pradhan, 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 


MLA are present. 


Dey and Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, 


ri Naveen Patnaik 


htab, MP and 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
unveiling a life-size statue of Dr Harekrushna Mahtab 
at Madhupatna, Cuttack on March 4, 2001. Hon'bie 
Minister for Urban Development, P.G. and P.A., Shri 
Samir Dey, Hon'ble Minister for Industries, Shri K.B. 
Singhdeo, and Smt Nibedita Pradhan, MLA are present. 


‘ Patnaik distributing old age pension to beneficiari 
Sahid Bhavan, Cuttack on March 4, 2001. Hon'ble Minister for Urban Development, PG & PA, Shri si ir 
MP and Smt Nibedita Pradhan, MLA are present amir 


SM GEIS 5,90 FF 


ue : inaugurating 
Hon'ble Union Minister for Defence, Shri George Fernandes Inaug 
a school-cum-cycloneshelter built by Paradip Port Trust at Trilochanpur 
on March 5, 2001. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Sh 


ti Naveen Patnaik is present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, 


Shri Naveen Pai 
ultureat Bhubai 


Neswar after ina 


tnaik Visiting the Museum of Tribal Art and 
Ugurating j 


1ton March 5, 2001. 


eee Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating the new hall of the Bar Assocjation 
criminal courts at Cuttack on March 5, 2001. Hon'ble Chief Justice of Orissa High Court, 
Justice Shri N.Y. Hanumanthappa is present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik laying the foundation stone of Biju Patnai 

g 2 s at 

Police Academy at Ranasinghpur, Bhubaneswar on March 5, 2001. Dr Prasanna Kasra an a 
ang Shri §.K. Chatterjee, D.G. (Police) are also present. _— 


SSNS CEES 


thaik presenting a copy of 
‘ble Chief Minister, 
the Orissa Legislative 


«panda 
: 3 8, Shri Biswabhusan Harich ‘ 
ised by the College of Eng; hadev Sahu and other gues ‘ 


Bhubaneswar on March 6-308 0" Technology, QUAT, 


y) 


See demo sae, 


n, Hon'ble Justice Shri D.P. Wadhwa and 
tion organised by 


a func 


His Excellency the i j 
Hon’ x cy the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendra 
repeen Chief Justice of Orissa High Court, Shri N.Y. Hanumanthappa at 

onsumer Rights Forum on March | Jd Consumer Rights Day. 


6, 2001 on the occasion of Wor 


ga courtesy visit to Hon'ble Chief Minister, 


ief of the UNICEF, Miss Maria Navis payin 
March 8, 2001. 


Shri Naveen Patnaik on 


Hon'ble Chief 


k launchin g Miss, 
omen's Day on M 


seal 
; ation 
ion Shakti on the occasion of Inte 
S van. Hon'ble 
Women and Child 1 


ily Welfare, 
Minister for Health and Family W en 


etary, Wom 
S, Chief Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi and Secr' 
Rabi N 


arayan Senapati are present. 


Hon'ble Ministe: 


t for Revenue, La 
hri Biswabhusan 


: Ww, Fisheries and Ani 
Harichandan distributing » Anima 


Ng rice under 
slum dwellers in Bhu 


nt, 
1 Resources Developmen 


e 
Annapurna Scheme to th 
baneswar. 


= 


Rehabilitation and reconstruction 
Measures were pursued 
vigorously. 9,664 primary school 
uildings Tepaired. 1,244 primary 
teed high schools buildings 
ee ructed; more buildings 

T construction, All 


r 

i al hg school buildings 
; Signed to serve as shelters 
uring cyclones and floods. 


SOShy sudticta cs she 
901 individual dwelling units 


co 
structed under the Indira 


wa ‘ Om 
S Yojana; Electricity 


restored 
Villages, to all 19,062 affected 


Bi 
ae oe Vikash Yojana at a 
oes 8.1,000 cr. launched for 
inne lat of minor irrigation 
tate. The project will be 


°perated th : 
_ thr 
Panchayats, ough Pani 


mE RATION TRISHNA" 

ne led to combat scarcity of 

a ng water in drought- 
€cted areds of the State. 


a better price for 

aoe ural produce and to 

eee farmers from 

Simian Ous traders,Krushak 
ave been set up. 


#% 


3% 


Resurgent Orissa 


The process of setting up of 9 
MMT Mega Eastern India 
Refinery Project at Paradip, set 
in motion. 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana launched to achieve total 
connnectivity in rural areas by 
developing existing roads and 
constructing new all weather 
roads to all unconnected villages. 


Chilika Lake, the pride of Orissa, ” 


received a new lease of life with 
a singificant rise in the salinity 
gradient and sediment outflow 
duc to desiltation of the outer 
channel and opening of a new 
mouth. 

MOU signed for Gopalpur port 
expansion at an initial investment 
of Rs.300 cr. 

Several pro-poor measures 
initiated. Gram Panchayats are 
entrusted with management of 67 
items of Minor Forest Produce. 


Purchase price of kendu leaf 
hiked from 16 paise per bundle 
to 20 paise, thus benefiting 25 
lakh people in the drought-hit 
districts. : > 


- The Government led by Shri Naveen Patnaik 
rededicates itself to the service of the people » 


The year 2001 declared as the 
Year of Empowerment of 
Women. A Self Help Mission for 
empowerment of women in 
Orissa has been launched. 

Gramsat Pilot Project launched. 
All 30 district headquarters and 
50 block headquarters have 
been linked with the State 
headquarters. Eventually, all 314 


ie 
3 


blocks of the State and 800 G.P.s 
in KBK districts will be 


. connected. 


With leading software companies 
setting up their units in Orissa, 
the State is keeping pace with the 
cyber age. An IT park named 
Infocity, covering an area of 
205 acres, established at 
Bhubanéswar. 


Government of Orissa . 


Information & Bublic Relations 


Department 
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Is Excellency the Governor, Siri MM, Raj 
Hotel Swotl Plaza, Bhubaneswar on the 
Her Eacelleney the 


endian launching a website deat ilatey et) " | 
Ovewsion of Panchayath Raj Day on Mareh §, ss! ' ; 
Lady Governor, Sint Susheely Rajendrin and Hon'ble Speaker of 

Oris Legislative Assembly, Siirt Surat Kumar Kar are present, 


f 

Hon'ble Chief Minbiey, ses “ND gas — tl 
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